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Cameroon 


Two Political Parties Authorized To Operate 


ABI203105091 Yaounde Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 11 Mar 91 


{ Text] The minister of territorial administration today 
signed two instruments authorizing the existence of two 
political parties. They are the Liberal Democratic Party, 
LDP, with headquarters at Buea, and the Rally for 
National Unity, RUN, with headquarters in Yaounde. 
These two political parties whose documents were 
received at the Ministry of Territorial Administration on 
28 February. can henceforth carry out their activities in 
accordance with the laws and regulations of the 
Republic. 


Population Council Declares 1987 Census Results 


AB1203204391 Yaounde Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] The National Populatior Council has declared the 
results of the 1987 head count and housing census. 
According to an updated result, there are 11.9 million 
people living in Cameroon, 49 percent of whom are 
males and 51 percent females. This means that for every 
97 niales, there are 100 females. The population ts 
growing at the rate of 2.5 percent. 


The census results were made public this morning at the 
start of a three-day seminar aimed at formulating a 
national population policy for Cameroon. The seminar 
is being attended by experts of the Ministry of Planning 
and Regional Development, the Center for Demographic 
Research, and the United National Population Fund. 
among others. 


Congo 


More on Adoption of Conference Draft Regulations 


AB1203115691 Dakar PANA in English 1046 GMT 
12 Mar 91 


{Text} Brazzaville, 12 March (PANA)}—The Congolese 
national conference resumes its session Tuesday after- 
noon after adopting the draft internal regulations by 
acclamation Monday. The conference's first business ts 
expected to be the election of a commission of wisemen 
to supervise the election of the presidium. 


The adopiion of the regulations marked the end of the 
week-long debate during which 198 delegates put for- 
ward contradictory suggestions on the status of the 
national conference. A majority of delegates objected to 
Article one of the regulations, saying that it did not give 
full autonomy to the conference. 


The group was satisfied witn the amended article which 
reads, the national conference is sovereign. It fully 
controls its agenda, takes its decisions and these deci- 
sions are imperative and for immediate execution. 
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However, the chairman of the Brazzaville section of the 
former sole ruling party, the Congolese Workers’ Party 
[PCT] Richard Eyei, expressed reservations saying his 
party was unhappy with the amendment. 


His reservations reflected the views of many PCT dele- 
gates and those from its affiliates who had argued during 
the debate that there was no need to declare the sover- 
eignty of the national conference because Congo ts not in 
an insurrecthonary situation. 


In an article titled The Spiral of Insurrection the party's 
weekly, ETU MBA, had also strongly opposed the idea of 
a sovereign national conference. 


Speaking during the conference’s Opening a week ago, 
President Dennis Sassou-Nguesso never talked about tls 
being sovereign. He said the conference should deal with 
the Constitution, the electoral law or code, the law on the 
media and the law on individual freedom. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Government Delegation Returns From Chad Visit 


ABO903094091 Malaho Domestic Service 
in Spanish 2100 GMT 6 Mar 91 


[Text] Santiago Eneme Ovono. minister of foreign 
affairs and cooperation, has returned home from Chad 
afier personally delivering a message of solidarity from 
President Obiang Nguema Mbasogo to Idriss Deby, his 
Chadian counterpart. Minister Eneme Ovono also held 
contacts with his Chadian counterpart. 


It is worth noting that this is the first Equatorial Guinean 
delegation ai this level to make an official visit to Chad 
since President Deby came to power. President Mbasogo 
congratulated him on that occasion. 


Human Rights Commission Established 8 Mar 


AB1103141491 Malabo Domestic Service 
in Spanish 0600 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] In pursuance of the (727) September 1990 
Decree No. 7, a human rights commission was set up in 
Equatorial Guinea al a constitutive meeting held at the 
National Assembly hall in Malabo yesterday. This 
important commission, which includes 14 national per- 
sonalities, is headed by Francisco Bodien Ngalo, speaker 
of the National Assembly. [passage omitted] 


The ceremony was chaired by President Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo, founding chairman of the Democratic Party of 
Equatorial Guinea and head of state, in the presence of 
members of the cabinet, official institutional organiza- 
tions, and the National Assembly. Also present were 
members of the Supreme Court of Justice and diplo- 
matic corps as well as representatives of international 
organizations. [passage omitted] 
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Zaire 


Government Denounces ‘Spirit of Intolerance’ 


ABI1103182691 Paris AFP in French 1325 GMT 
Y Mar ¥/ 


[Text] Kinshasa, 9 Mar (AFP)}— At the end of a cabinet 
meeting yesterday, the government spokesman 
denounced “the spirit of intolerance and the call for 
violence and civil disobedience since multiparty politics 
was accepted and activities in this direction have 
begun.” according to Zairian television. The spokesman 
stressed that the cabinet noted “that the democratic 
process was going on satisfactorily.” 


He pointed out that freedom of expression and associa- 
tion, guaranteed by the Constitution and whose protec- 
tion constitutes a source of constant preoccupation, must 
contribute to consolidating democracy and not to soci- 
ety’s disintegration. The spokesman reatfirmed “the 
virtues of criticism” and “expressed the hope that criti- 
cism will be made with due respect to laws and regula- 
tions governing the country, notably those concerning 
the respect for and the inviolability of the head of state.” 


The cabinet finally made a solemn appeal to politicians 
and to the media from all quarters and factions “to fully 
assume their responsibility for restoring a new political 
landscape in the country.” The government also 
announced that the 22d anniversary of the death of Mr. 
Joseph Kasavubu, first president of the Republic, will be 
commemorated on 24 March 1991 in a program to be 
announced soon by the state protocol. 


Constitutional Conference Participation Viewed 


UDPS ‘Will Not Participate’ 
ABI103174691 Paris AFP in French 2144 GMT 
Ss Mar y/] 


[Text] Kinshasa, 8 Mar (AFP)}—The Union for Democ- 
racy and Social Progress (UDPS) will not participate in 
the constitutional conference created by Zairian Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko, a member of the UDPS leader- 
ship announced in Kinshasa. During a conference at his 
party's headquarters, Etrenne Tshisekedi wa Mulumba 
asserted that his party considered organizing a constitu- 
tional conference announced by President Mobutu a 
masquerade 


A constitutional conference, charged with drawing up a 
new draft constitution which will be submitted to a 
referendum, was created yesterday in Zaire by presiden- 
tial decree, it was learned today from official sources. 
This conference will be made up of “regular and alter- 
nate representatives of public institutions, political par- 
ties, the active forces of the nation, and personalities 
designated for their competence or their experience.” 


The UDPS is not saying no to the constitutional confer- 
ence but it does not recognize it, declared the leader, 
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adding that for his party. Pressdevt Mobutu has ceased 
to be the head of state since 24 April 1990 when he 
announced his resignation from the chairmanship of the 
Popular Movement of the Revolution (MPR, the former 
sole ruling party) which constitutionally made him the 
president of the Republic. 


Opposition Parties Reject Idea 


181103180091 Libreville Africa No. 1 
in French 0730 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] In Zaire, the Opposition ts persisting. Several 
Zairian opposition parties have rejected the idea of a 
constitutional conference. After the Union for Democ- 
racy and Social Progress [UDPS] announced that it 
would not participate in this constitutional conference. 
the United Opposition Front. which includes 24 parties, 
formally rejected this idea. The Zairian Opposition par- 
lies CONtinue to request holding a national conference. 


FCN To Present Presidential Candidate 


ABI203174891 Paris AFP in French 2048 GMT 
11] Mar 9l1 


[Text] Kinshasa, 11 Mar (AFP)}—The chairman of the 
Common Nationalist Front (FCN), Mandungu Bula 
Nyati, announced yesterday at a popular meeting in 
Kinshasa to mark his party’s official debut that he would 
present a candidate for the next presidential elections. 
The name of this candidate will be known at the end of 
the FCN congress due to take place in the coming days, 
he said. 


Mr. Mandungu also stated that since June 1990, his 
party has called for a national union government, which 
would organize a national conference comprising all 
political parties and the nation’s active forces. Thus the 
FCN is not opposed to a constitutional conference, he 
added, but it has noticed that the procedure used by the 
government to convene this forum is anti- democratic; 
that is “the reason why my party is opposed to it,” he 
said. A constitutional conference charged with elabo- 
rating a new draft constitution that wil! be approved by 
a referendum was set up Thursday by Zairian President 
Mobutu Sese Seko. 


Mr. Mandungu also said that should the current presi- 
dent of the Republic step down, the political system of 
the Second Republic should also disappear in all its 
forms. The FCN, he stressed, is for the return of power to 
the grassroots, with each region having a certain 
autonomy. 


The FCN is the fifth party to present a candidate for the 
Presidency of the Republic after President Mobutu’s 
Popular Movement for the Revolution (MPR), the 
Socialist African Party (PSA) of Dr. Ngoy Jibi, the 
Union for Democracy and Social Progress (UDPS) of 
Mr. Tshisekedi, and the Union of Independent Federal- 
ists and Republicans (UFERI) of Nguz Karl-l-Bond. 
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Djibouti 


President Leaves for Visit te China 7 Mar 


EA0803 150791 Dyihouti Domestic Service 
in Somali 1700 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Today President al-Haji Hassan Gouled 
Aptidon left on a visit to China. During his stay in China 
he will hold talks with Chinese leaders on bilateral 
relations. [passage omitted] 


Maritime Border \Vith Somalia Reopened 6 Mar 


ABO903171491 Paris AFP in French 2003 GMT 
6 Mar 91 


[Text] Djibouti, 6 Mar (AFP)}—The maritime borders 
between Djibouti and Somalia reopened on 6 March. 
The Dyibout: head of state, who signed a decree to this 
effect the same day, made this decision. Crossing the 
land border between the ccuntries remains prohibited. 
The land border has beer closed since 2 May 1989 while 
the maritime border has been closed since |! October 
1990 because Djibouti had been complaining of Somali 
soldiers infiltrating its territory. 


Military Maneuvers With France Beyin 11 Mar 


EA1203110691 Djibouti Domestic Service 
in Somali 1700 GMT 11 Mar 9] 


[Text; The Djibouti Republic’s Armed Forces and the 
French troops in the country today started joint military 
maneuvers in the southern part of the country. The 
military maneuvers are taking place in (Silasi) and 
(Colcol) Districts and will end on Wednesday, |3 March. 
The maneuvers were jointly prepared by the Republic of 
Djibouti’s Armed Forces Command Center and units of 
the French troops in the country. Besides (?ground) 
forces, air force and some units in the south are also 
participating in the maneuvers. Two [word indistinct] 
armed with weapons and more than 400 vehicles are 
participating in the military displays. 


The maneuvers opened with parachute exercises in 
(Yubuhi) District. The first Army units will arrive in 
(Bogora) District tomorrow. Gen. Ali Mehidal Wass, 
senior commander of the Armed Forces, will inspect the 
Republic of Dyibouti’s troops participating in the 
maneuvers and their military equipment. 


Pre-47 4 Francophone Conference Meeting Held 


EA1003200291 Djibouti Domestic Service 
in Somali 1700 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] A preparatory meeting for the upcoming 43d Fran- 
cophone Ministerial Conference opened today in the Dji- 
bouti capital. Following the firsi meeting between experts, 
a committee for administration and finance met at the 
presidency this afternoon to discuss the 1992 budget. The 
participants debated the drafts drawn up by Francophone 
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experts. Officials attending the meeting were from Dyi- 
bouti, (?Canada), France, Belgium, Ivory Coast, and 
Congo. [Word indistinct] French-speaking countries have 
been invited to the 43d Francophone Ministerial Confer- 
ence, which will be officially opened on 13 March. 


Kenya 


Odinga ‘Supported by’ Soviets, Islamic Nations 
£40803 174591 Nairobi THE STANDARD 
in English 8 Mar Yl p 1 


{Humphrey Malalo article: “Odinga’s Agents Recruit 
Members” ] 


[Text] Jaramogi Oginga Odinga has received another 
rebuff in his bid to recruit members for his announced 
party. It has also been revealed that agents of Mr. Odinga 
have been going round to recruit members and that some 
Nairobi hawkers have already joined it. Another revela- 
tion alleged that the intended party was being supported 
by the Soviet Union and some Islamic countries and that 
it had no financial problems. 


These revelations were made by a local Mombasa poli- 
tician, former Councillor Emmanuel Xarisa Martha, 
who said he had been approached by two agents of Mr. 
Odinga to join the intended party. Mr. Maitha, whose 
name was mentioned in the shadow cabinet as one of 
those to receive a cabinet portfolio, yesterday told the 
press in Mombasa that the agents had indicated to him 
he was capable of helping Mr. Odinga’s intended party 
“as many people of African origin” were supporting 
“Mr. Odinga’s style of politics”. 


He said the agents had told him that if he joined the 
Odinga group, he would be able to influence the Miji 
Kenda people to support it. But Mr. Maitha said he gave 
the agents his rebuttal and told them to inform Mr. Odinga 
that he was a loyal KANU [Kenya African National 
Union] life membership and would remain loyal to 
KANU, Preident Moi and the KANU government. 


Mr. Odinga’s bid to recruit some prominent people into 
his group meta rebuff early this week when a former MP, 
Mr. Martin Shikuku, announced his refusal to team up 
with him. Mr. Shikuku told Mr. Odinga that he was a 
KANU mmber and had the mandate from his Butere 
people to remain a KANU member. 


Mr. Maitha told reporters how he was approached by two 
smartly dressed men at his Malindi office on Tuesday [5 
March], who wanted him to join Mr. Odinga’s group, the 
“National Democratic Party (NDP)". When asked if he 
had reported the matter to the authorities, Mr. Maitha said 
he had already recorded a statement to security officials, 
who have launched investigations. He said the two men 
(names withheld) indicated to him that they had been sent 
by Mr. Odinga with a view to joining him, but he informed 
Mr. Odinga’s agents that he was not ready to do so and 
advised the two men to look for other people. 
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He further said the two men were convinced that once he 
had joined the opposition party, he would be useful to 
Mr. Odinga to win over Miji-Kenda people and that was 
why Mr. Odinga had asked them to convince him to give 
his support. The former councillor said the agents of Mr. 
Odinga further informed him that the USSR and some 
few Islamic countries were supporting the newly- 
launched opposition party and the party had no problem 
with its finance. 


Mr. Maitha claimed the two gentiemen stated to him 


that since Mr. Odinga had announced the launching of 


the opposition party, most of Nairobi hawkers and 
intellectuals had joined the party and some had shown 
interest in joining it. Mr. Maitha said Odinga’s two 
agents who visited him at his Malindi off'ce claimed Mr. 
Odinga had made a mistake of inviting the outspoken 
former MP for Butere, \... Shikuku. to join the party. 


Mr. Maitha said after he refused to join the opposition 
party, trouble ensued at one stage and one of the agents 
.¢at out of the hotel, leaving behind one agent to convince 
Mr. Maitha. He said one of the agents advised Mr. Maitha 
to travel to Nairobi to see the “Mzee [as published] 
Odinga” himself as they had already delivered their mes- 
sage. The former civic leader said he informed one of Mr. 
Odinga’s agents to go and inform Mr. Odinga that he was 
not ready to join any Opposition party. 


Mr. Maitha said one agent also informed him that Mr. 
Odinga knew the government had rigged the Kisauni 
parliamentary seat elections against him and the dock- 
workers union elections. He said one of the agents said it 
was for those reasons that Mr. Odinga had formed the 
opposition party for the people who had been aggrieved 
by the present government. 


Early this week, Mr. Shikuku declinex Mr. Odinga’s 
offer to join Mr. Odinga’s intended party. Mr. Shikuku 
told journalists in nairobi how Mr. Odinga had 
approached him. 


The registrar-general, Mr. J.N. King’arui, has said he was 
yet to receive an application for registration of an 
opposition party formed recently by Mr. Odinga. 


LSK Head Asks Legalization of Odinga’s Party 


EA1003142691 Nairobi KTN Televisicn 
in English OSOO GMT 10 Mar 91 


[From the press review] 


[Text] In another story on the same front page of the 
SUNDAY TIMES, the government was last night asked 
to register Jaramogi Oginga Odinga’s new party, the 
National Democratic Party. The call was made by Paul 
Muite when he made his inaugural speech as the LSK 
{Law Society of Kenya] boss. 
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b.ANUL Leader Rejects Demand 
EA1103'31691 Nairohi KTN Television 
in Enelish VS00 GMT 11 Mar 91 


{From the press review] 


{Text} All the three English daily newspapers lead with the 
warning sounded by KANU [Kenya African National 
Union} headquarters to the new Law Society of Kenya 
[LSK] boss, Paul Mute. In its front-page story, the 
KENYA TIMES repor'is that KANU’s secretary general, 
Joseph Kamotho, yesterday rejected a demand by the LSK 
chairman, Paui Muite, that the party formed by former 
Vice President Jaram gi Oginga Odinga be registered. 
Kamotho said the Zemand was unconstitutional and 


illega’. 


Moi Says LSK Promoting *Lawlessness* 
£.11103200691 Nairoin Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] President Moi said today that the introduction of 
politics into the Law Society of Kenya [LSK] and the 
judiciary was dangerous to the administration of justice. 
President Moi noted that several judges attended ‘xc 
dinner hosted by the society last week where political 
Statements and demands prejudicial to public security 
were made without impunity. He recalled that in the past, 
the LSK had been clamoring for the restoration of the 
tenure of office of judges and wondered why they had now 
politicized the judiciary. However, the president made it 
clear that the Kenya Government would remain firm in its 
commitment to the preservation of public security. He said 
that by calling for the repeal of the preservation of public 
security act, the LSK leadership was essentially calling for 
anarchy. How can they reconcile their call for rule of law 
and at the same time the removal of the act that guarantees 
national security? asked the president. 


President Moi further made clear that the Kenya Consti- 
tution legally provided for only one party. The decision, he 
added, was made by the people of Kenya through their 
elected representatives in the National Assembly. 


Noting that the LSK was promoting lawlessness, President 
Moi said the governmen. and KANU [Kenya African 
National Union] will dea! firmly with the machinations to 
destabilize the countr;. President Moi was addressing 
wananchi [citizens] outside the National Council Hall. The 
president noted that most of the plans to cause havoc in 
the country were hatched outside the country. 


President Moi revealed that Paul Muite, the current 
chairman of the LS", was inciting matatu touts [minibus 
taxi drivers} and hawkers to riot. He cautioned wananchi 
and especially th: hawkers and touts to steer clear of 
anything that m ght jeopardize their lives and the security 
of the country in genera\. He told them that such inciters 
did not care about their security but only their selfish 
interests. President Moi reiterated that the security of 
Kenya was not negotiable and assured the people that the 
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government surveillance apparatus will sharply focus on 
those intending on wreaking havoc upon the country. 


Lawyers To Not Enter Politics 


F£.41203113291 Natroti KNA in English 2020 GMT 
1] Mar 91 


[Excerpts] lien (western Kenya) | ith March (KNA}— 
The minister for energy. Mr Nicholas Biwott, today 
cautioned lawyers aga-:nst straying into politics to the 
detriment of the legal profession and the client they 
defended. Mr Biwott added that politics should be left to 
those who got the mandate from the public to represent 
them. He said the lawyers were now entering in the 
politics race at their own risk. 


The minister, whe is Elgeyo Marakwet District KANU 
[Kenya African National Union] branch chairman, sup- 
ported the sentiments by the KANU secretary-general 
Mr Joseph Kamotho that those who claimed to have 
formed another political party and their supporiers were 
doing so at their own risks. It was illegal and (?treason- 
able) for one to announce that he had formed another 
party or supporied those who claimed they were propo- 
nents of multi-parties, he said. [passage omitied] 


“The KANU delegates conference and wananchi [citi- 
zens] themselves endorsed the move to have Kenya a 
one-party state, and those challenging the government to 
register an alleged Odinga party had something else up 
their sleeves”, charged Mr Biwott. 


He said that those advocating for multi-parties in Kenya 
were Out io grab power through unorthodox means. Once 
in power, he added, they would go back to single-party 
rule and harass anybody who raised a finger against them 
or advocate for multi-parties. 


He said that President Moi was a leader who loved 
peace, his people, respected the Constitution and did not 
take pleasure in confining troubleshooters from the 
peace-loving wananchi. “Our stability lies in the policy 
of forgiving our aggressors, whereas other states, partic- 
ularly in Africa, took pleasure in avenging against their 
adversaries”, he said. [passage omitted] 


LSK Chairman Denies Inciting Riots 


£A120320S5091 Nairohi KTN Television 
in English 1600 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] The new chairman of the Law Society of Kenya. 
Paul Mute, has denied renorts that he has been inciting 
matatu [minibus] touts and hawkers to riot. Mute said 
though he believed changes must come, these changes 
must be peaceful, constitutional, and in accordance with 
the law. He said this was his philosophy and his path. 
Muite said in a statement to the press that violence and 
incitement to violence went against bs values. 
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Lawyers from all over the country have called on Muite 
to resign his chairmanship for dragging the society into 
political matters. Muite had called for the registration of 
Oginga Odinga’s proposed political party. 


‘Mysterious Pviitical Party’ Recruiting Viewed 
F.A1103152191 Natron KTN Television 
in English OS00 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The minister for environment and natural 
resources, Mugai Njoroge, yesterday came in defense of 
cily hawkers against allegations that they were being 
recruited into a mysterious political party. Mungai said 
Kenyans were aware that KANU [Kenya African National 
Union] was the only political party in the country. The 
story appears on page five of the KENYA TIMES. 


Uganda 


Museveni Departs for European Parliament in France 
F.41203153691 Kampala Domestic Service 
in Enelish 1000 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has left for Stras- 
bourg. France. to address the European Parliament. 


Palestinian Envoy Marks U prising Anniversary 
£.411003133891 Kampala Domestic Service 
in Enelish 1000 GMT Y Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The Palestinian ambassador in Uganda, Mr. 
Zayd al-Ula, has declared that the Palestinians are not 
waiting and will never wait ‘or the United States to assist 
or implement the UN Security Council resolution con- 
cerning the Palestinian issue. Ambassador al-Ula was 
addressing students and staff of Mbarara University to 
mark the beginning of the 40th month of the Palestinian 
uprising. 

Outlining the history of the Palestinian struggle, Mr. 
al-Ula criticized the United Nations for not imple- 
menting all the resolutions passsed on the Palestinian 
problem. One thundred and sixty resolutvons have been 
passed by the Security Council and 400 by the General 
Assembly since 1947. He told the students and siaff of 
Mbarara University that the PLO, which 1s the sole 
wgitimate representative of the Palestinians, has 
achieved a number of successes, politically, socially, and 
economicall, . [passage omitied] 


Likening their struggle to that of South African blacks, the 
ambassador said that the Palestinian people are aware that 
the cost of freedom is very high but whatever sacrifice is 
needed, the Palestinians are determined to make it. 


The acting district administrator, Mbarara, Mr. Henry 
Rigyemera, told the gathering that the Third World 
shares the suffering and subjugation of the Palestinian 


people. [passage omitied] 
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De Klerk Addresses KwaZulu Legislative Assembly 
MB1203093391 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0901 GMT 12 Mar 91 


{Text} Usundi March 12 SAPA—The collect. e wisdom 
of all the country’s leaders was needed to identify the 
principles and procedures needed to bring about a pros- 
perous. democratic and just South Africa. the state 
president, Mr F. W. de Klerk, said on Tuesday [i 2 Mar]. 


“The trme has now come for true leadership. Every 
individual who claims a constituency and proven sup- 
port now has to bear out that claim.” he said in his 
opening address to the kwaZulu legislative assembly. “I 
urge all leaders once again to participate in the creation 
of a common national will with a view to achieving the 
ideal of a common nationhood. The building of our 
nation will require a conscio\'s effort. 11 demands perse- 
verance and a great deal of dedication.” 


This implied that all leaders across the broad political 
spectrum would participate actively in the process leading 
up to the drafting of a new constitution. “In the final 
analysis, tt 1s only by concerted efforts and untiring dedi- 
cation that we will succeed in realising our goals of a just. 
free and democratic South Africa. “At the same time. 
however, we must also guard against unrealistic euphoria 
regarding the realisation of a new South Africa.” 


Mr De Klerk said a constitution in itself was not the 
ultimate answer to ensuring lasting peace. political sta- 
bility and social justice. More important was the 
national will to make the constitution work. He believed 
the new constitutional dispensation shoul embody: 


—Built-in guarantees against a One-pariy dominated 
government or dictatorship: 

—A bill of human rights: 

—Regular elections: 

—An economy founded on the proven principles of the 
free market, 

—Representation of minorities in government struc- 
tures: 

—The right of people to maintain a community life of 
their own: 

—An independent and accessible judiciary: and 

—Professional and well-trained security forces not sub- 
ject to political subservience or expediency. 


The overwhelming majority of South Africans were 
willing and ready to share the country’s great potential 
and opportunites. “There is also a yearning among our 
people for peaceful solutions. For far too long there was 
isolation, alienaiion and suspicion, and we shall now 
have to concentratr on betier communication at both 
local and national level.” The government was investi- 
gating ways and means of actively promoting a process of 
improved communication at all levels. 


“I am, therefore, of the opinion that a definite plan of 
action, supported by the necessary administrative and 
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logistical infrastructure, is required. We intend insti- 
tuting such a plan of action as soon as on investigations 
are complete.” 


Calls for Multiparty Conference 


BI 20309549! Johanneshure SAPA in English 
0936 GMT 12 Mar 91 


{Text} Ulundi March 12 SAPA—There was growing 
agreement that a multi-party conference should com- 
prise representatives of all political parties and organi- 
Sations with significant support. the state president. Mr 
F.W. de Klerk, said on Tuesday [12 March]. 


“It 1s most gratifying to note the growing consensus about 
the need for a multi-party conference as a point of depar- 
ture.” he said in his opcung address to the kwaZulu 
National Assembly. The government was convinced that a 
multi-party conference was the best way in which to 
initiate the launching of a negotiating forum for the 
develop.nent of an acceptable and workable constitution. 
“The greater success we achieve in this regard, the smaller 
the likelihood of tension and failure. “In any event, 
nothing can be more democratic than to ensure the widest 
possible accommodation of all our people in decision- 
making about essential matters of concern to them.” 


Mr de Klerk emphasised that the concept of an interim 
go. ernment was not acceptable and the idea that the 
present, lawfully constituted government should relin- 
quish its duty could not be considered. “The political, 
economic and social mainterance and progress of our 
society demands continuous planning and effective gov- 
ernment. This will have to take place within the existing 
contitutional dispensation until a new constitution has 
been negotiated and given the force of law by Parliament.” 


Says Violence Threat to Negotiations 


1481203101691 Johannesburg SAPA in Eneli4 
1001 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] Ulundi March 12 SAPA-~-The unacceptably high 
level of violence flowing from political intolerance in 
South Africa in general and in kwaZulu in particular could 
upset or derail the negotiation process, the state president, 
Mr F.W. de Kierk, said on Tuesday [12 March]. 


Opening the kwaZulu National Assembly. he said most 
leaders had expressed their concern about this issue. The 
agreement reached between Chief Mangosuthu Butnelez: 
and the deputy president of the ANC [African National 
Congress}, Mr Nelsun Mandela. as well as subsequent 
regional agreements, indicated a willingness to accept 
joint resporsibilay for addressing this problem. “This 
willingness has to be translated into reality at the grass- 
roots level. 


“As pe!siical leaders we all know that political “iolence. 
once it has erupted, takes more than a mecting and an 
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agreement by leaders to stop 11.” A concerted effort by all 
Parties involved was needed to actively promote a dem- 
ocratic culture of political tolerance. “Every leader has 
the responsibility to ensure that his followers honour 
their undertakings to refrain from the use of violence. 
intumidation and destabilisation and to desist from 
making inflammatory public statements.” Every leader 
had to make every effort to ensure that his followers 
recognised the democratic nght of other individuals and 
Organisations to state their points of view freely and to 
oppose one another peacefully and lawfully. 


Calls for “Traditional Leaders’ Aid 
41B1203103291 Johannesburg SAP A in Enelish 
1004 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] Ulundi March 12 SAPA—It would not be possible 


1%) govern the new South Afnca without the help of 


traditional leaders, the state president. Mr F.W. cz 
Kleri, said on Tuesday [12 March]. 


In his address at the opening the kwaZulu Legislative 
Assembly. he said the help of “these gentlemen” as heads 
of natural socio-political entities in their communities 
would have to be enlisted. 


Referring to the legislative assemblics of the self- 
governing states. Mr de Klerk said they could not sud- 
denly be abandoned without serious financial implica- 
tions Or without creating a vacuum in administration. 
“The search for alternative constitutional possibilities 
and the negotiation of a new dispensation have to take 
place in a climate of orderly and effective government.” 
It had also to be realised that these goals had to be 
achieved within the confines of affordability, stringent 
financial realities and the restrictions of available 
resources. 


Buthelezi Responds to De Klerk in KwaZulu Speech 


MB1203153591 Johanneshure Domestic Service 
in Enelish 1100 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, says 
that the collective wisdom of all the country’s leaders 1s 
needed to identify the principles needed to bring about a 
prosperous democratic and just South Africa. 


In his opening address to the kwaZulu Legislative 
Assembly at Ulundi, Mr. De Klerk said the time has 
come for true leadership and that every individual who 
claimed proven support should bear out that claim. 
[passage omitted] 


The chief minister of kwaZulu. Dr. Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, said in his address that the ANC [African 
National Congress] dare not decide on South Africa's 
constitutional future without consulting others. Dr. 
Buthelezi warned that both the National Party and the 
ANC would be crushed if they did not take the other 
parties into account. 
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He said he would go to the negotiating table as leader of 
the Inkatha Freedom Party. and that kwaZulu would be 
represenied by the Legisiative Assembly. 


Dr. Buthelezi added that the ANC was interested only a 
what he called, all or nothing politics, and had the 
mistaken believe thal i was a government in waiting. 


White Paper on Lard Reform J abled in Parliament 
4B1203150491 Johanneshure Domestic Service 
in English 1400 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] The white paper on land reform described in a 
preamble by President F.W. de Klerk as a turning point 
in South Africa’s history was tabled in Parliament this 
afternoon. 


In the white paper the government expresses its goal of 
achieving fairness and justice for all citizens of South 
Africa in respect of land as in all other respects. The 
document acknowledges access to land as a basic human 
right and states that thrs will be achieved through free 
enterprise and private land ownership. This means that 
all racially based restrictions on land ownership in urban 
and rural areas will be scrapped. 


However, great emphasis 1s placed on the proper use and 
the conservation of land. on the maintenance of norms 
and standards and on orderly urbanization. The white 
paper incorporat - the following five bills: The abolition 
of racially based Land Measures Bill which provides for 
the repeal of the Group Areas Act and the Land Acts of 
1913 and 1936, while all statutory race reservations on 
land ownership is scrapped: the upgrading of Land 
Tenure Rights Bill which rationalizes land registration 
systems, the Residential Environment Bill which pro- 
tects norms and standards in residential areas, the less 
formal Township Establishment Bill which facilitates 
urbanization, and The Rural Development Bill which 
provides for support for rural development. 


If the five bills are approved by Parliament they will be 
implem-nted by the middle of the year. The white paper 
provides not only for the repeal of 189 acts or parts of 
acts that discriminate on the basis of race, but also for 
the nullification of thousands of discriminatory regula- 
tions. An important principle contained in the white 
paper is that the quality and integrity of the ttle to land 
and the private community life that accompanies this, 
must be protected. This will be achieved through non- 
discriminatory measures, the principle of free associa- 
tion and the application of concepts of private law. On 
the insistence from some quarters that land should be 
returned to people who have lost their because of policy 
directions ana other historical reasons the government 
says that such a program isn't feasible. There is too much 
conflict potential attached because of overlapping and 
conflicting claims for such land. 


The governmeni said that although 1 accepted the com- 
munal land tenure of tribal ownership in large parts of 
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the self-governing territories it wouldn't promote the 
extension of the system and will enable tribes to convert 
land to individual tenure. In the white paper the govern- 
ment said the abolition of racially based Land Measures 
Bill would apply to the self-governing territories. Private 
ownership and ownership by people of other population 
groups would have to be allowed. 


The government makes it clear in the white paper that it 
doesn’t believe the removal of racial restrictions on land 
ownership will lead to drastic changes in the existing 
community character of areas. The white paper states 
that private and community interests can be protected 
by the principle of free association and the application of 
concepts of private law. People wanting to retain the 
particular community character of their area or their 
neighborhood will be able to do so by continued volun- 
tary and natural association. The government says it’s 
making provision for a mediator to settle any disputes 
that disturb neighborhood and community relations. 


The Rural Development Bill provides for agricultural 
settlement on state land where people can initially hire 
the land on a trial basis for three years regardless of their 
race or color. If the turming operations are successful 
they can hire the land for a further 15 years with the 
option of purchasing the land. The bill also provides that 
land, particularly high potential agricultural land, that is 
purchased by tribes or tribal communities may not be 
utilized unproductively. 


Reaction to White Paper on Land Reform Noted 


ANC Criticizes Plan of ‘No Redress’ 


MB1203150891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1117 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[By poiitical correspondent Pierre Claassen] 


[Text] Cape Town March 12 SAPA—The government's 
white paper on land reform published in Pailiameni on 
Wednesday [as received] is likely to unleash a storm of 
protest from black political organisations such as the 
ANC [African National Congress] and PAC [Pan- 
Africanist Congress]. 


Initial reactions to the white paper from the ANC was 
astonishment and disappointment at the absence of an 
attempt to redress what blacks perceive as historical 
injustices, particularly in respect of forced removals 
during the apartheid era. 


The government made it clear, by way of the minister of 
education and training, Dr Stofiel van der Merwe, that 
there would be no going back into historic claims, or any 
attempt made to return ancestral land to any of the 3.5 
million blacks forcibly removed under the homelands 
policy. 


“This is a serious shortcoming.” the Democratic Party 
spokesman on land affairs, Mr Peter Soal, said. “Land, 
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like that of the Magopas, have to be returned to the 
people from whom it was stolen.” 


A member of the ANC’s land commission, Mrs Aninka 
Claassens, said her initial reaction was that the final 
white paper appeared to be a long way off earlier drafts 
she had seen. There were disappointing omissions. She 
said the situation of many black communities now 
trapped in unresolved removal actions was worsened by 
it. “This (white paper) exacerbates the uncertainty of 
these people,” she said. A typical example was that of the 
Fingos of the Tsitsikamma whose land was up for re-sale 
to white farmers, the current white farmer occupants in 
turn being scared the land will inevitably be returned to 
the scattered Fingo tribe. 


Al a press conference preceding the tabling of the white 
paper, Dr van der Merwe said it was the government's 
answer to set straight the whole question of land inequal- 
ities. The government and the ANC obviously had 
different philosophical viewpoints. It was the govern- 
ment’s view that going back to set right historical wrongs 
would lead back much further than the 40 years of 
National Party apartheid reign and celiver an impossible 
situation going back for centuries. There had definitely 
been a distortion, he said. The government's response 
was to first remove the prohibitions and then to imple- 
ment a programme of assistance to enable the landless to 
acquire land. 


During the social engineering attempted by apartheid 
both black and white people were dispossessed. In fact, 
he claimed, more white land was alienated than black 
land. He insisted people had been compensated in one 
form or another but where, as with the Fingos, this had 
not happened. particulur instances could be taken up. 
However, the general rule incorporated in the white 
paper was no redress. 


The white paper's positioning duplicates that of the 
Lancaster House agreement, which held that land own- 
ership could be deracialised by removing the prohibi- 
tions on black ownership. Mrs Claassens, who made an 
in-depth analysis of the Zimbabwe [as received], has 
pointed out that 10 years later the Mugabe government is 
buying out white land at government-determined prices. 
Proposals that she and the ANC have put forward did 
not differ from the government's in economic principles, 
but rather in political options. “The choice is whether to 
acknowledge the past and develop terms which address 
it, or to pretend the past can be wished away,” she said. 


At a recent UCT [University of Cape Town] summer 
school discussion on land reform, she warned that unless 
South Africa dealt with its past, there was the chance that 
it would follow the Zimbabwean example with a govern- 
ment that appropriated too much power, which could 
become open to abuse and corruption. 
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PAC Says Plan ‘Not Enough’ 


MB1203151291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1225 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 12 SAPA—The Pan African:st 
Congress [PAC] has welcomed the government's white 
paper on land reform but says it is not enough. 


In a preliminary comment issued at the tabling of the white 
paper in Parliament, Miss Patricia de Lille said on behal: 
of the PAC that the white paper was consistent with the 
abolition of the Land Acts, “but not enough. “The PAC 
stands for redistribution of the land. Much land is held by 
the government. Provincial and tribal land must be avail- 
able free of charge. “Our people were dispossessed by force 
of arms, it is illogical and insensitive to expect "s to buy 
the same land we wei: dispossessed of.” 


Further comment would follow once the document had 
been thoroughly studied. 


NLC Attacks White Paper 


MB1203182191 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1658 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March |2 SAPA—Responding with 
“disbelief” to the government's white paper on land 
reform on Tuesday, the National Land Committee 
(NLC) called for the scrapping of the clause which rejects 
land restoration, and for consultations with those with 
land claims. 


“The document, far from being a proposal for a serious 
land reform, is based on extending the existing system of 
land rights, without abolishing existing inequalities or 
dealing with the apartheid legacy and a long history of 
disposession. “The National Land Committee's initial 
response to the government white paper on land reform 
is one of disbelief," the NLC said in a statement received 
by SAPA in Johannesburg. 


The NLC, formerly the National Committee Against 
Removals, comprises: the Association For Rural 
Advancement (AFRA, Natal), Grahamstown Rural 
Committee (GRC, Border), Southern Cape Against 
Removals (SCAR), Surplus Peoples Project (SPP, 
Western Cape), and the Transvaal Rural Action Com- 
mittee (TRAC). 


“The white paper explicitly refuses to consider the 
restoration of land to communities who were forcibly 
removed,” charged the NLC. “It (the paper) says this is 
not feasible and demands that these communities should 
accept their present position. "We believe this to be an 
unreasonable and unfair demand, added the NLC. 
(The) NLC calls on the government to scrap the clause 
in the white paper which rejects land restoration and to 
consult the communities who are coming forward to 
make their land claims,” the committee demanded. 
“This can be the only basis upon which to build a 
meaningful land reform,” the NLC contended. 
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According to the NLC, the starting point of any pro- 
gramme of land reform had to be the “willingness to 
acknowledge and rectify the wrongs of the past’. “Unless 
this is done, no attempt to change the system of land 
rights will have any legitimacy or credibility. “For 
decades the millions of victims of forced removals have 
waited for their land to be given back to them. “Their 
entirely reasonable expectation is that now that the 
legislation which dispossessed them is being abolished, 
they should be allowed to get their land and homes back. 


“The fact that most of this land is still in state hands, 
makes it a demand that would be easy to meet,” the NLC 
argued on Tuesday. The statement added the NLC 
believed the government’s “refusal” to restore commu- 
nities to the land to which they had legal claim and 
historical rights, discredits the white paper. “The gov- 
ernment is attempting to retain, as far as possible, the 
present apartheid geography. “It rejects redistribution, 
talks about differential standards, insists that individual 
tenure is the best form of land-holding and severely 
circumscribes the capacity of communities to farm 
without state intervention,” according to the NLC. 


The NLC further maintained that “all of these mea- 
sures” had been taken without any community consul- 
tation. “Despite President (F W) de Klerk’s claims...of 
widespread consultation, not one community with 
whom NLC works, has ever been asked what they want 
from a future land dispensation. “As such the white 
paper has excluded a vital constituency—the only one 
that can make these proposals workable on the ground.” 


The NLC added though: “From its starting point, that 
the past must be forgotten, the government does attempt 
to upgrade ownership rights. “Were it not for the param- 
eters of the white paper as a whole, this would be a move 
that we would welcome, with the proviso that it takes 
place in a way that does not dispossess the very poor.” 


The NLC also questioned the expected speed with which 
the proposed legislation will pass through Parliament 
before becoming law. “We question why at a time when 
national constitutional negotiations are about to take 
place, the government is in such a hurry to institute these 
changes. “It seems to us that this is a preemptive move 
designed to entrench a system of land tenure and own- 
ership that will serve the interests of the present govern- 
ment into the future, and make it much harder for a 
democratic state to introduce more fundamental 
reforms.” 


ANC Expresses ‘Outrage’ Over Plan 


MB1203190491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1732 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March i2 SAPA—The ANC 
responded with “outrage and deep disappointment” to 
the government's white paper on land reform on 
Tuesday, and called 1 racist. 
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“In our view the document...perpetuates racist percep- 
tions and practices and so maintains the situation where 
there is one set of standards and practices for whites and 
one for blacks,” the ANC charged in a statement 
received by SAPA in Johannesburg. The government 
paper was not a land reform document as it claimed, the 
ANC argued, but an attempt to codify the present state 
of land dispossession under the cover of free market 
proposals. “All this emphasises the need for speedy 
progress in negotiations for a constitution that will be 
democratic and serves the interests of all the people. 
“Land reform means land restribution,” the ANC said, 
and the government document “explicitly” rejected land 
redistribution. "The ANC’s response to the government 
white paper on ud reform is one of outrage and deep 
disappointment.” 


The ANC denied President F W de Klerk’s claim in the 
white paper that the document was the result of *exten- 
sive consultations, deliberations and negotiation”. “The 
ANC would like to make it clear that we were never 
consu:ted on the document, and that the communities 
who have been the victims of land dispossession were 
also not given the opportunity to express their views on 
the matter.” It added: “The emotion and potential 
conflict around land referred to by the state president 
emanates from the history of dispossession and the 
policy of apartheid that robbed the majority of South 
Africans of the land. 


“The white paper on land reform does not acknowledge 
this at all. “On the contrary it presents a view of the 
history of black dispossession that absolves the white 
population of all responsibility for the existing unequal 
land dispensation,” according to the ANC. 


“In the ANC’s view until the present government recog- 
nises the reasons for the present situation and commits 
itself to rectifying the wrongs of the past, no attempted 
land reform can ever hope to win legitimacy or credi- 
bility from the majority of our people.” It further 
charged the government had taken the “geography of 
apartheid” as its starting point, “and explicitly refuses to 
deal with the landlessness and dispossession that is the 
direct legacy of apartheid’s policy of forced removal and 
Bantustan consolidation”. “In section a 2.11 (f) of the 
document it says that a programme to restore land to 
communities who were forced to give up their land on 
account of past policies or other historical reasons 
‘would not be feasible’. “Instead it maintains that the 
‘present position should be accepted’. 


“For the ANC restoration of land to the victims of forced 
removal must form the underpinning of any credible 
land policy,” the ANC argued. “The white paper explic- 
itly rules out the possibility of any redistribution of 
agricultural land,” the ANC further contended. In order 
to rectify the “gross” imbalance in land ownership. 
redistribution could not be left simply to the market. 


According to the ANC, its view was also supported by 
the National African Federated Chamber of Commerce 
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[NAFCOC] in a recent NAFCOC land policy paper. 
Labelling the white paper racist, and maintaining the 
situation where there was one set of standards and 
practices for whites and one for blacks, the ANC 
charged: “or example, in the sections of the white paper 
dealing with the abolition of the Group Areas Act and 
Urban Land Provision, the notion of ‘standards’ 
becomes a thinly veiled protection of white privilege. 


For example on page | | b4.4.3 the document states that 
*...at this stage the accent should be on minimum stan- 
dards and the systematic upgrading thereof. Those who 
have already reached a high standard, are entitled to a 
higher order of services and to the maintenance of values 
appropriate to their lifestyle. "We can but wonder who 
this refers to, the ANC asked. 


Again, in the accompanying document on page 10 the 
government Says that "Town planning and the expansion 
of towns will be regulated in accordance with the needs 
and level of sophistication of the community concerned’. 
“We ask who will determine this level of sophistication 
and on what basis?" The approach to communal tenure 
also worried the ANC “deeply*. “The government main- 
tains it will allow the system to continue to exist, but has 
also constrained it by a high level of administrative 
intervention which will make it very difficult for com- 
munities to maintain this system. 


“Yet nowhere is there any suggestion that white farmers 
be subject to similar state control prodecures to ensure 
that they farm within the carrying capacity of the land 
and do not build their houses on high potential land,” 
the ANC pointed out. “The pressures in the white paper 
to force black communities to choose individual over 
communal tenure reminds us of the disastrous experi- 
ence of the betterment policy which destroyed the 
remaining base of black agriculture in the 1940's and 
1950's.” 


The ANC further argued the white paper did not deal 
with the pressing need to restructure the commercial 
agricultural sector. “The development bank of Southern 
Africa (DBSA) among others has pointed out the crisis in 
this sector, its indebtedness, the environmental damage 
caused by mono-cropping etc. “Surely a land reform for 
a new South Africa must overcome the dualism inherent 
in our present reality and address the challenges of one 
agricultural system in one country.” The ANC said. 


It added: “The ANC is committed to a fundamental land 
reform that will entitle al! South Africans to equal access 
to land. “This of necessity implies dealing with the 
apartheid legacy and restructuring our agricultural 
economy and spatial reality in a fundamental sense. “In 
our view the white paper does not do this. “This ts 
regrettable, since its attempts to provide ownership 

ghts to blacks who are presently tenants would other- 
wise be seen as a positive move. 
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*...This document is not a land reform document as it 
claims,” the ANC claimed. “Land reform means land 
restribution. This document explicitly rejects land redis- 
tribution.” 


Britain Reacts to White Paper 


MB1203193991 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] We return to the land reform white paper which 
gained immediate reaction from Britain today. 


This evening the British Government said it now 
expected the European Community to act swiftly on its 
decision to lift remaining restrictive measures Once the 
bills were tabled. 


A statement by the Foreign and Commonwealth office 
said Britain warmly welcomed today’s steps to remove 
all racially based legislation on land tenure and that 
Britain would look carefully at the other measures 
announced which promised to improve urban and rural 
life. 


More Reaction to White Paper 


MB1303074491 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 13 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] The historic white paper on land reform 
which was tabled in Parliament yesterday has elicited 
reaction from across a broad spectrum. Most political 
parties and other organizations welcomed the announce- 
ment, but there was strong criticism from several quar- 
ters. [passage omitted] 


The chairman of the National Party’s study group on 
planning and provincial affairs, Mr. Paul Farrell, praised 
the steps taken by the government to preserve land as a 
precious resource and to make optimal use of it. He said 
the white paper was a giant stride on the road to a new 
dispensation as it addressed the need for land as a basis 
for peace, stability, and economic progress. 


The leader of the Conservative Party, Dr. Andries Treur- 
nicht, said in his reaction that whites were now being 
robbed of their right to self-determination over their own 
land. He said the historical land rights of whites were 
affected and the white man’s land was now becoming the 
land of all and sundry, while others were retaining their 
land. He said the own affairs principle was now virtually 
being scrapped and the whites were being sold out to a 
nonracial community. 


The Democratic Party [DP] says the white paper repre- 
sents an enormous step forward to a nonracial South 
Africa, as it totally deracializes land ownership and 
tenure. In a statement, the party’s spokesman on devel- 
opment aid, Mr. Peter Soal, said it was the final death 
blow to the great apartheid dream. He said the DP 
trusted that the promises of financial and technical 
assistance for black communities and individual farmers 
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and informal black settkements would materialize soon, 
and in sufficient measure, to be of significance. 


The Herstigte Nasionale Party [Reformed National 
Party—HNP] and the Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging, 
AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement], have sharply 
condemned the white paper. The leader of the HNP, Mr. 
Jaap Marais, said that the land reforms would overthrow 
the whole social and economic order in South Africa. 
The leader of the AWB, Mr. Eugene Terreblanche, 
expressed the fear that white farmland would fall into the 
hands of black nations. 


The Labor Party in the House of Representatives partic- 
ularly welcomed the repeal of the Group Areas Aci and 
the Land Acts and said that the white paper represented 
a totally new approach to land ownership in South 
Africa. 


The United Democratic Party also welcomed the white 
paper but said it regretted that the own affairs concept 
had not been scrapped at the same time. 


The minister of local government and agriculiure in the 
House of Delegates, Mr. Yunus Moolla, said the publi- 
cation of the white paper would have far-reaching impli- 
cations for the future of the country. Reacting to the 
proposed new land management measures, Mr. Moolla 
said it was important to elicit the views of the public and 
of extraparliamentary groups for a full and proper dis- 
cussion of the planned changes. 


In his reaction, the leader of the National People’s Party, 
Mr. Amichand Rajbansi, described the white paper as a 
great leap forward. However, he said that the initiative 
had been mitigated to some extent by the retention of 
own affairs administrations. [passage omitted] 


Azapo [Azanian People’s Organization] said that present 
land owners should give up their monopoly. The organi- 
zation said that anything short of redressing the depri- 
vations of the blacks in particular would be meaningless. 
The chief minister of kwaZulu, Dr. Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, said the white paper was a sign of the govern- 
ment’s intention to get rid of apartheid. He said that the 
Group Areas Act and the Land Acts which were now to 
be done away with had been seen as obstacles to negoti- 
ation. 


The South African Agricultural Union welcomed many 
aspects of the white paper. The union’s president, Mr. 
Nico Kotze, said any change in the statutory dispensa- 
tion of the agricultural land ownership system should 
effectively protect the rights of present and future 
owners of agricultural land. Private ownership of agri- 
cultural land and its utilization through free enterprise 
was the basis for a healthy agricultural industry. Land 
deals within such a dispensation had to be based on the 
principle of voluntary buyers and sellers. 


The Transvaal Agricultural Union said the government 
was naive to assume that the repeal of acts that had 
ensured good order for decades would bring about 
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progress and prosperity in South Africa. The president of 
the union, Mr. Dries Bruwer, said the government was 
rushing ahead with its preparations to repeal these acts 
in spite of the fact that 95 percent of the farmers in the 
Transvaal [Province] wanted to see them retained. 


The South African Chamber of Business [SACOB] says 
the white paper opens up economic opportunities for 
everyone in South Africa and that it will promote the 
development of a stable black middle class in particular. 
SACOB described the white paper as probably the most 
significant event in the process of normalizing socioeco- 
nomic relationship in South Africa. SACOB said in 
Johannesburg that the eventual removal of racially based 
restrictions on land ownership would have to be backed 
by measures to facilitate acquisition of land that was 
accessible to all. 


The Afrikaanse Handelsinstituut [Afrikaans Trade Insti- 
tute—AHI] reacted with caution and said that because 
there were divergent opinions among its members, it did 
not wish to express a definite view on the principle of 
extending access to land ownership to all. The institute 
did say that it supported the government's approach that 
development should take place within an economic 
system based on the market mechanism and acknowl- 
edging the right of private land ownership and the free 
right of contract. The AHI also said the policy objective 
of utilizing land as a national asset deserved support. 
[passage Omitted] 


NPP Spokesman Comments 


MB1303 142491 Johannesburg SAPA in Englisn 
1332 GMT 13 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 13 SAPA—The National Peo- 
ples’ Party [NPP] was disappointed that the proposals in 
the white paper on land reform were not the result of 
dicussion with “various people, even outside Parlia- 
ment’, NPP leader Mr Amichand Rajbansi, said in a 
statement on Wednesday. 


He said the measures had been dampened by the fact 
that the government was allowing Own Affairs adminis- 
trations to have jurisdiction over land matters. The 
government should phase out this Own Affairs control. 
Group Areas [Act] would effectively remain in force 
until this was done. 


He said the NPP would call on the House of Delegates 
not to deal with the reform bills until there had been the 
widest possible consultation on them. 


DP Urges Court Establishment 


MB1303145291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1411 GMT 13 Mar 91 


[Text] Cape Town March 13 SAPA—An independent 
land claims court should be established to deal with 
grievances of people dispossessed of their land through 
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apartheid, Mr Errol Moorcroft, spokesman for the Dem- 
ocratic Party’s [DP] agriculture group, said in a State- 
ment on Wednesday. 


He said the contents of the government's white paper on 
land reform mirrored what the DP had been fighting for 
since its inception. 


The most important aspects of the white paper, he said, 
were the deracialisation of land ownership and the 
opening up of agricultural land to all farmers. 


The white paper represented a major move towards the 
ideal of equitable land ownership. 


The DP would continue to call for the establishment of a 
land claims court. 


More on Viok Declaration, Curfew in 6 Townships 


BP Leader Criticizes State Policy 


MB1203051491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2147 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March || SAPA—The government 
had created the situation tn which the Zulu and Xhosa 
people fought for the “great prize”’—the future domina- 
tion of the entire South Africa, Mr Robert van Tonder 
said on Monday [11 March] night. The Boerestaat [Boer 
Homeland] Party (BP) leader was commenting on the 
dusk-to-dawn curfew imposed on six black townships on 
the Witwatersrand following large-scale violence since 
the weekend. 


‘Because the black people—and especially the two dom- 
inant groups, the Zulus and the Xhosas—have seen from 
(President F.W.) de Klerk’s reforms the possibility of 
ruling the country, they are presently busy with the 
preliminaries leading to a bloody power struggle. “The 
names Inkatha and ANC [African National Congress] 
only hide the reality of a bitter struggle to obtain 
supremacy in the so-called new South Africa.” Mr van 
Tonder said the government would gain nothing by 
announcing emergency measures “from time to time”, 
and the Zulus and Xhosas would fight until the one had 
conquered the other. 


The government, which would not admit ‘hat the RSA 
{Republic of South Africa] was comprised of 15 ethnic 
groups, and therefore would also not admit that the 
Zulus and Xhosas were irreconcilable, did not know how 
to solve the problem. “They think unitarily, while the 
solution lies in the concept of an independent people's 
state. The emergency situation will only relieve the 
friction temporarily until it crops up again in some or 
other place.” Mr van Tonder said. 
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Soweto Death Toll at 10 


MB1203152191 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 12 Mar 91 


{Text} The death toll in the violence in Soweto has risen 
to 10 with the discovery of three more bodies. 


The liaison officer for the police in Soweto, Colone! 
Tienie Halgryn, said that two people had been hacked to 
death at the Meadowlands hostel. and a man was shot 
dead in the Dube hostel. 


Col. Halgryn said there was a strong police presence at all 
hostels in the area. but that there was no group forming. 


He said this morning's victims had been killed in 1so- 
lated incidents. 


Meanwhile more people have died of their injuries after 
the violence at Alexandra near Sandton. bringing the 
death toll to 45. 


A police spokesman, Col. Frans Malherbe said the town 
was quiet now and that only one incident in which a 
petrol bomb was thrown at a police vehicle had been 
reported today. 


The police in Soweto used tear smoke and rubber bullets 
this morning to disperse a group of people who were 
taking part in an illegal march in Dobsonville. Col. 
Halgryn said that at least two people had been arrested 
after stones were hurled at the police. 


Townships ‘Quiet’ 13 Mar 


MB1303090091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0754 GMT 13 Mar 91 


[Text] Pretoria March 13 SAPA—Reef townships under 
curfew were reported quiet Tuesday [12 March] [as 
received] morning. but in Bloemfontein’s Botshabelo 
township two men were killed and five injured when two 
groups attacked each other with firearms. police said. 


Eight men were arrested and five sidearms confiscated 
by police in the same area when two groups shot at each 
other after a taxi knocked over a taxi driver. 


In Cape Town's Nyanga township there were a number 
of incidents where shots were fired at minibuses. One 
taxi driver was slightly wounded. Wednesday's police 
unrest report said. Also in Cape Town, police arrested 
nine people after a group of students holding an illegal 
placard demonstration in Bellville South ignored a 
police warning to disperse. 


Extensive damage was caused to a vehicle in Mamelodi. 
near Pretoria, when it was set alight by a group of youths. 
A petrol bomb attack on a private dwelling and two 
vehicles in Toekomsrus near Randfontein caused exten- 
sive damage and left one man slightly injured. the unrest 
report said. 


Witwatersrand police liaison officer Col Frans Malherbe 
said all Reef townships under curfew were quictening 
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down after recent factional violence, with no incidents 
reported since Tuesday. He said it appeared the situation 
was returning to normal. though police and Army rein- 
forcements in Alexandra. where fighting left 45 people 
dead. were still busy with “cleaning up” operations and 
would remain in the area until satisfied i was stable. 


Primary school children in the Johannesburg township 
were returning to school in small numbers, he said. 
Soweto police liaison officer, Capt Joseph Ngobeni., said 
the township was quiet with no reported overnight 
incidents. 


Police Launch Investigation 


4B 1303102891 Umtata Capital Radio 
m Enelish 1000 GMT 13 Mar 91 


{Text} A special investigation has been launched into the 
recent unrest in the Reef township of Alexandra in which 
up to 45 people have died. The SAP [South African 
Police] has appoinied an investigation team under the 
command of Captain Jan Barnard at the police riot unit. 


Police spokesman Colonel Frans Malherbe says several 
problems face the investigation: 


[Begin Malherbe recording] We do, however. experience 
the following problems. Number one, we do not have any 
people coming forward with any information. I may just 
add that the police offer substantial rewards for any 
informers that are prepared to come forward, and we 
also guarantee that their identity will not be disclosed. 


Second, we have at this stage no witnesses. up to now, 
that have come forward to make any statements. 


Third. perhaps one of the biggest problems at this stage 
is that the vast majority of all the bodies which are being 
kept at the government mortuary at No. 10 Joubert 
Street in Hillbrow have not been identified. [end 
recording] 


Inkatha, ANC To Meet on Violence 


1B 1303134691 Umtata Capital Radio 
m Enelish 1100 GMT 13 Mar 91 


[Text] The Inkatha Freedom Party peace committee is to 
meet with the ANC [African Nat:onal Congress] 
tomorrow in an attempt to bring an end to the violence 
on the Reef. Peter Auf Der Heyde reports: 


[Auf Der Heyde] Inkatha President Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi announced yesterday that he had been 
approached by the ANC Deputy President Nelson Man- 
dela to meet him on Friday [15 Mar] to discuss the 
violence on the Reef that has claimed more than 60 lives 
since the outbreak of fighting in Alexandra at the 
weekend. 


Addressing the kwaZulu Legislative Assembly this 
morning he. however. said that, as he was unable to 
attend such a meeting. the peace committees of the two 
organizations headed by Frank Mdlalose and Jacob 
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Zuma are to hold urgent talks in Johannesburg tomorrow 
[14 Mar] to discuss the violence. 


Buthelezi said the renewed outbreak of violence could 
derail the negotation process, and it was therefore nec- 
essary to bring an end to the killings. 


U.S. Ambassador Urges Lifting of Sanctions 
MB1203050991 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2334 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] Johannesburg March |! SAPA—Prospects for the 
United States lifting federal sanctions against South 
Africa were improving, according to a statement by the 
South African Embassy in Washington D.C.., issued to 
SAPA late on Monday [1! March] night. 


The statement said though endeavours to promote addi- 
tional sanctions were still underway at U.S. state and 
local level, South African [SA] consuls-general to the 
United States had an important role to play in ensuring 
that state and local politicians were aware of changes in 
South Africa. 


South Africa’s four consuls-general to the United States 
had met SA ambassador in Washington D.C., Mr Harry 
Schwarz, in the capital on Monday, the statement said. 
Mr Schwarz had informed the consuls-general that they 
should focus their efforts on ways in which Americans 
could contribute to the building of a “new South Africa”. 


Trade, finance, investment and other ties between South 
Africa and the United States had to be normalised. Mr 
Schwarz said, adding that the U.S. had a vital role to play 
in the upliftment of disadvantaged South Africans. 
“Political and social equality must come hand-in-hand 
with economic opportunity,” he stressed. 


As one of the leading democracies in the world, the U.S. 
offered important lessons in constitution-making, he 
said. “Having campaigned actively against apartheid, 
Americans now have a contribution to make in ensuring 
that a durable democracy takes its place. "While aid is 
obviously welcome, the lifting of federal, state and local 
sanctions will of itself create economic opportunities to 
the benefit of all South Africans,” he added. 


Readmission to Commonwealth Within 2 Years 


MB1103171591 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 1400 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] South Africa could be back within the Common- 
wealth within two years. 


Present secretary general, Chief (Imeka Nyuka), says 
everybody is looking forward to the day when South 
Africa takes its rightful place again. He says he does not 
believe South Africa will be readmitted at the October 
conference in Harare. 


He says he does not think apartheid will be gone by then 
but within two years South Africa should be back in the 
Commonwealth. 
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Agenda Program Interviews USSR Officials 
MB1003210091 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1815 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Interview with Vasiliy Solodovnikov, vice president of 
the Soviet Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee and former 
USSR ambassador to Zambia: and Slava Tetekin, Soviet 
Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee member, by SABC 
Correspondent Freek Robinson on the “Agenda” pro- 
gram—live} 


[Text] [Robinson] Welcome, gentlemen, or, should I say, 
comrades? I just want to give some background detail to 
say that both these Soviet guests of us tonight are here at 
the invitation in South Africa of IDASA [Institute for a 
Democratic Alternative for South Africa]. They arrived 
here on Thursday. They've already met the ANC 
[African National Congress], the PAC [Pan-Africanist 
Congress], Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade 
Unions]. and also officials of the Department of Foreign 
Afiairs. They have just returned today from KaNgwane 
in the eastern Transvaal [province], where ihey have met 
Chief Minister Mabuza. 


If | could start with you, Ambassador Solodovnikov: | 
remember very well. a number of years ago, all the 
stories in South Africa about this man, this secretive 
man, sitting in Lusaka, who masterminded this plot. You 
were in fact the ambassador in Zambia from 1976 to 
1981. and also the director of the African Institute in 
Moscow from 1964 to 1976. So in fact, from 1964 until 
1981 you have really been involved with African and, | 
suppose, and I guess, South and Southern African affairs. 
What happened to the total onslaught? 


[Solodovnikov] Well, first of all | want to say good 
evening to everybody who sees this program. | think 
changed very much. [as heard] World is changed. That 
time it was Cold War, and was, you know, propaganda 
from both sides, and everything what was written and 
said thay time in your mass media, of course. it was 
untrue. 


[Robinson] Totally? There was no total onslaught? 
Nothing? 


[Solodovnikov] Nothing. | was diplomat, | was, you 
know, politician. | was a scientist, Africanist, nothing 
more. 


[Robinson] You will know, Ambassador, that sometimes 
in diplomatic language people say that a certain person 
or ambassador engaged in activities not compatible with 
his status. Have you been only an ambassador in Lusaka, 
nothing more? 


{Solodovnikov] Nothing more. 


[Robinson] You haven't been in charge of Southevn 
African policy of the Soviet Union? 


[Solodovnikov] Never. | was ambassador, and of course, 
I served my country. 
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[Robinson] | suppose you must have had contact with 
the ANC tn Lusaka” 


[Solodovnikov] Of course, why not? 
{Robinson} What kind of contact? 


[Solodovnikov] Well, it was contacts, just, you know, 
political contacts. We support these organizations. We 
support like other liberation organizations, and we sup- 
port the ANC because it fight against the apartheid, fight 
against the racism in this country. And we did in 
accordance with the UN Charter, with UN resolutions. 
Nothing more. 


[Robinson] There was a bit more to it, of course, 
Ambassador Solodovnikoyv, and that is, you also gave 
arms and weapons to the ANC. Were you involved in 
actually getting the arms to the ANC in Lusaka” 


{Solodovnikov] No, I don’t know. 
[Robinson] You were not? 
[Solodovnikov] No. 


[Robinson] But yet you did engage at least in negotia- 
tions with the military wing of the ANC? 


{Solodovnikov] Never. 
[Robinson] Never? 
{Solodovnikov] Never. 


[Robinson] Ambassador, and the South African Com- 
munist Party [SACP]? What was your contact with 
them? 


[Solodovnikov] Very good contacts. Very good contacts, 
and just recently we met secretary general of Communist 
Party, Comrade Joe Slovo. We are old friends and 
nothing more. 


[Robinson] Did there, at any time, exist in the Soviet 
Union a plan for southern Africa, of the Soviet Union, a 
policy for southern Africa, to say: We want to get rid of 
the legitimate government of South Africa? 


{Solodovnikov] Never. Never. 


[Robinson] But you did support the armed struggle of the 
ANC? 


[Solodovnikov] No, exactly, we support it, but we never 
interfere in other countries internal affairs. 


[Robinson] Mr. Tetekin, do you want to come in here? 


{Tetekin] Yes, | would like to add. Certainly | would 
agree with Ambassador Solodovnikoy that for us it’s a 
standard joke, you know, that Comrade Solodovnikov ts 
every now and then being accused, has been accused, of 
being a leading KGB major general or lieutenant general, 
whatever, you know, although we know that this ts the 
most peaceful person on the earth. It’s so funny, you 
know, for us that for so many years, you know, this was 
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the legend which was played up and up again. It was 
really funny for us. Certainly, as ambassador, from what 
I know of the diplomatic service, they are never tavolved 
in any sort of under activities, or support for under 
activities. Probably there were other peole who did that. 
This cannot be denied. Probably the Defense Munisiry 
had something to do with that. 


[Robinson] Your Defense Ministry. 


'Tetekin] The Defense Ministry of the Soviet Union. 
The AKs were coming from somewhere, and, | would 
presume, from the Soviet Union. But | don’t think that 
the ambassador was personally involved in handing over 
the grenades or anything else. 


[Robinson] But the question I've asked earlier, Mr. 
Tetikin, 1s: Obviously there must be a person as a 
channel through whom negotiations, one, and two, 
weapons, arms, or strategies could be channeled to the 
ANC in Lusaka, and who better than vhe ambassador’ 


{Solodovnikov] No, never. Well, we support armed 
struggle politically. | support it diplomatically. | think 
they had the right to fight for independence, for their 
human rights. Of course we prefer the political solution. 
And we support what is going on now in South Africa. 
We support the talks between ANC and the De Klerk 
Government. 


[Robinson] Of course, there was the other allegation, 
always, that the Soviet Union was, in fact, after the 
minerals of South Africa. Is that true? 


{Solodovnikov] No, of course not. Look, we are very rich 
country of minerals. 


[Robinson] But it would have been nice to control all of it. 


[Solodovnikov] But you are our partners on the world 
market. It’s okay. It's good. 


[Robinson] But of course, it would have been nice to be 
in control of everything, isn’t it? 


[Tetekin] No. The message is, let's do tt together. 
{laughter} 


[Robinson] And the other question is the one of the 
strategic route around the Cape sea, and thai you wanted 
to get your hands on the Cape, so that you controlled the 
shipping lanes around the Cape. 


[Solodovnikov] No. Why? We never had such plans. 
Never. It was, you know, just allegations from the press, 
maybe from other governments, but we did not have 
such plans. You know, | was a director of Institute Africa 
since 1964, you was right, but I didn’t know about such 
plans. And I didn’t know when | was ambassador. | never 
saw them. If you give me this plan, | will be very happy 
to make analysis of them. 


[Robinson] Give me your plan, then. 
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[“olodovnikov] | don’t know... 


{Robinson, interrupting] You had no plan? You had no 
ideas about the political future of South Africa? 


[Solodovnikov] Well, we want to see future of South 
Africa as a democratic country. 


[Robinson] Is that the goal that you had in 1976? 
[Solodovnikov] Exactly. 


[Robinson] What kind of democracy? What kind of 
democracy did you want... 


[Solodovnikov, interrupting] One person, one vote. 


[Robinson] The kind of democracy that you had in the 
Soviet Union? 


[Solodovnikov] Why not? You just saw the demostration 
against Gorbachev. That is democracy. 


[Robinson] Yes, but it’s a new situation in the Soviet 
Union now, of course. I'm talking about the time when 
you were there, in 1976. That was a different kind of 
democracy, wasn't it? 


[Solodovnikov] Exactly. 


{Robinson} But that was the kind of democracy you 
wanted for South Africa. 


[Solodovnikov] Well, it depends on your people. Each 
people chooses his own democracy, or their own democ- 
racy. We chose one, and then we don't like it—we 
decided to change it for better one. 


{Robinson} Mr. Tetekin? 


[Tetekin] | would fully endorse that statement. You 
know, one of the strongest allegations which have been 
made for very long time, you know, that the Soviet 
Union was willing to introduce its model of social 
development on South Africa. This is completely wrong. 
you know, because it has never been our experience to 
try and impose any solution on any country. We always 
prefer that the people settle their problems themselves. 
So we always tried, by all means possible, not to interfere 
into the internal affairs. 


And the South African case was a very special case. It 
was recognized by the UN Organization that this is 
colonialism of special type, so the United Nations called 
upon the nations of the world to assist the national 
liberation struggle. And this is what we were doing. It 
was not bilateral action on our side. It was a multilateral 
action, the action by all nations of the world, including 
the United States, Britain, all other Western countries. 
So the type of democracy—you are correctly rasing the 
question about what sort of democracy—we were always 
advocating that this is for the people of South Africa, 
black and white, to choose the form, the type of the 
society they would like to live in. And as soon as it is 
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coming to this situation, we say: Go ahead. It’s none of 
our business to tell you what you are going to do further. 


[Robinson] But you still maintain your contacts with the 
ANC, and I presume that you do give them some advice. 
You've seen them on the day that you arrived here in 
South Africa. 


[Tetekin] Certainly these are friends, first and foremost, 
you know, personal friends, so we are in touch, we are 
discussing things. You see, we're exchanging opinions. 
This is maximum that we can do, we don’t give advice. 
So, we can say: Comrades, this is Our view; not more 
than that. Nothing close to instructions; nowhere close to 
that. 


[Robinson] What advice on economic policies do you 
give the ANC today? 


[Tetekin] No, but the experience of the Soviet Union is 
clear, you know. You don’t jump over the stage; that’s 
the thing, you know. And certainly, | don’t think that *he 
ANC needs advisers in the economic policy, they've got 
economists clear enough, you know, to assess the expe- 
riences in the world, you know, the West European 
economy, the East European economy, and choose the 
best model they like, you know. So, if you read their 
Statements and the declarations of the ANC to this 
effect, you find that there's a very reasonable approach 
toward the economic future of South Africa. So, | don’t 
think that anybody here needs our advice. 


[Robinson] Could I ask both of you gentlemen as you sit 
here tonight: Ambassador Solodovnikov, are you still a 
committed Communist? 


[Solodovnikov] Of course. 
[Robinson] Why? 


[Solodovnikov}] Because | believe that this is a very 
human ideology. 


[Robinson] Human ideology. 


[Solodovnikov] Of course it is. You know, I joined 
Communist Party in 1940, and | was Communist during 
the Second World War. | was Communist during all 
other crisis, and now I’m also Communist—lI support 
Gorbachev very strongly. | support his line. I support the 
Communist Party. | want to see Communist Party very 
strong and very democratic. 


[Robinson] That's a totally different kind of communism 
that you supported only about 15 years ago, isn’t 11? 


{Solodovnikov] Well, yes it is, our party 1s changing very 
much. It has criticized itself. It is, first of al!, | think, you 
know that we recognize the multiparty system in the 
Soviet Union, and Communist Party is refused to be as 
a leading party of the Soviet society. [sentence as heard] 


{Tetekin] Monopolized political power in the country... 
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[Solodovnikov, interrupting] Monopolized. Of course, 
we made a lot of mistakes. Bult. we have to correct 
themselves. 


{Robinson} Mr. Tetekin, could | ask you this question” 
We've just seen in the news, just before we started our 
interview and our program that there's considerable 
trouble in the Soviet Union now, and the Russian leader 
has declared war, so it has been reported, against Mr. 
Gorbachev. Are you really confident that Mr. Gorbachey 
can survive this onslaught” 


{ Tetekin] Well, | wouldn't say that this is troubling the 
Soviet Union. | would call i a normal democratic 
process which everybody wanted to see, which enables 
people to express their feelings publicly. And this ts 
precisely what we've got in the street, you know. 
Whether Gorbachev likes it or dislikes it, the people in 
the street, they're expressing their views quite openly. So, 
I find it very important. 


Secondly, this is not the issue of Gorbachev staying in 


power or going from power. It's more a question of 


direction in which‘ country 1s supposed to move. This 
is the number one :,sue. You see, Gorbachev more or 
less symbolizes one particular direction of social devel- 
opment, and in this sense we do attribute symbolic 
quality to Gorbachev himself, you know. But this is not 
Gorbachev which matters really, but to where the 
country moves further. 


[Robinson] And do you think there 1s going to be a whole 
diffusion of policies in the Soviet Union and the break- 
away of national states? 


[Tetekin] Let me first try and answer your previous 
question on whether | am a Communist and the way I'm 
Staying, you know. My case ts not very typical, you know. 
I am 41 now, but I joined the Communist Party only 
three years ago, at an advanced stage of 38. So, I cannot 
be said to be a dogmatic communist. And now with all 
the problems, you know, developing around the commu- 
nist concept, you know, strangely enough or naturally 
enough, you know, I'm becoming a more and more 
convinced communist. For one simple reason, you 
know, | joined the Communist Party, not out of fashion 
or being pushed by sort of career consideration. But | 
read a lot of Marxist literature, and gradually, | mean, 
it’s interesting, you know, that | had first read “Das 
Kapital” by Karl Marx, for the first time in my life just 
one month ago. And, having read that thing, | am far 
more deeply convinced, you know, that this ts a social 
idea which will live with humanity for another several 
centuries. 


[Robinson] But, of course, that was the idea of many 
other people decades ago, and as we sit here today, we 
know it didn’t work. 


[ Tetekin] No, It's right you know, the whole concept was 
invented not by the Communists or by the Marxists. The 
whole concept of communism has been invented by the 
bourgeois philosophers and bourgeois economists. Carl 
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Marx was not a communist. He didn't invent the word 
communist of communist concepts. It was invented for 
him before that, he just elaborated on that concept. 


[Robinson] Mr. Tetekin, it sounds al! very complicated 
to me. Could | ask you this question, with all due respect, 
I want to ask you this question. Do you foresee that our 
two countries will have fairly strong, or at least reason- 
able relations in the near future. 


{Tetekin] Let me first answer the previous question and 
then I'll proceed to this one. 


[Robinson] Our time ts almost over. 


[Tetiokin] No, no, no, | understand so. First we must 
differentiate very strongly—I'll try to be as short as 
possible—between the concept as such, and the applica- 
tion. Concept is correct, application wrong. So, what we 
must do—to change the application of the concept. So 
far as the relations with South Africa, I see a great future 
for this relations. But noi the way they are suggested by 
some of the propagandists here that—diplomatic rela- 
tions tomorrow—they are not forthcoming as easily as 
that. 


[Robinson] How soon then” 


[Tetekin] As soon as the process of change in South 
Africa becomes irreversible, that depends upon you. 


[Robinson] And, | guess you foresee that they wall be 
fairly strong, the economic ties you referred to. 


{Solodovnikov] Yes, but we are waiting for when the 
sanctions will be removed, when the apartheid will be 
removed from your country, and we start cooperating in 
economics, trade and so on. We have a very good future 
for cooperation between our two countries. 


{Robinson} Gentlemen, thank you very much for coming 
here to our studio tonight. It was very interesting to 
listen to you, and at least we have kept our distance here. 
{as heard] Thank you very much for coming to our studio 
tonight. 


[Solodovnikov] Thank you. 


{Tetekin] And we thank you for most interesting ques- 
tions. 


[Robinson] Thank you. 


ANC Says Bop Reforms ‘Ban’ Organization 


MB0903 162691 Johanneshure SAPA in English 
1601 GMT 9Y Mar 91 


{Text} Mafeking March 9 SAPA—The African National 
Congress [AMC] in Bophuthatswana on Saturday 
slammed President Lucas Mangope’s reform moves and 
lifting of the homeland’s year-old state of emergency, 
saying the move further restricted political freedom and 
undermined the democratic process. 
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Mr Mangope lified the emergency from midnight on 
Thursday and said he would amend security legislation 
to allow registered political organisations to hold public 
meetings without applying for permission. 


The proposed amendments would make i necessary for 
political parties to register with the homeland authorities 
in terms of the Electoral Act, and would confine political 
participation to citizens of Bophutatswana. 


The ANC"s Mafeking branch said in a statement this 
would effectively ban thousands of their members from 
any participation in the democratic process. 


Citing the thousands of Braklaagte residents who had 
refused to become Bophutatswana citizens. or who had 
been forcibly incorporated into the homeland, the ANC 
said they would now effectively be banned from the 
political arena. 


Buthelezi Clarifies 7 Mar Remarks, ‘Apologies’ 


MBI 103183291 Johannesbure SAPA in 
English 1548 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[SAPA PR WIRE SERVICE: Press Statement by Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi. chief minisier of KwaZulu. president 
of the Inkatha Freedom Party issued 11 March 1991 by 
the Office of the President of the Inkatha Freedom 
Party] 


[Text] [No dateline as received] On Thursday the 7th 
March, | attempted to deepen the debate around the 
whole question of the need for repentance and forgive- 
ness in South African politics. | raised issues of funda- 
mental importance to South Africa and in commenting 
On press responses to what I have had to say, I will 
confine myself to statements made in dignity about this 
very important issues. 


One newspaper's editorial under the heading “The 
Power of Tears” opened with a statement: “Contrition ts 
not enough” and said that “Apology 1s a precursor to 
reconciliation, which has to be demonstrated in word 
and deed if it 1s to be credible. When that happens from 
all sides, South Africa will be well on its way to solving 
its problems.” 


| am grateful that this construction is put on my words. 
even, if the editorial actually spoils it by saying: “But Dr. 
Buthelezi has shrewdly put pressure on the ANC 
[African National Congress] to increase its commitment 
to reconciliation and political settlement through a fur- 
ther decision or deed” and says “... Dr. Buthelezi will be 
one up...”. “... His tears for peace. therefore, have not 
been shed without purpose and effect.” 


I want to comment in dignity that the last thing in the 
world that I anticipated was my tears at the KwaZulu 
prayer breakfast. Any reader who could be excused from 
what was written in the editorial for thinking that | went 
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to the prayer breakfast in order to cry in public, and 
perhaps even practised the crying, would be very, very 
wrong. 


Let me, however, return to the politics of the matter. 
Political leaders :n black South Africa often face each 
other across the chasms of death which black-on-black 
confrontation has led to. These chasms polarise South 
Africa’s black body politic. They sometimes alienate 
leaders from each other who should actually act out the 
friendship which 1s really theirs, unstead of standing 


politically strapped to polarised positions. 


In this respect | have been genuinely concerned about 
Dr. Nelson Mandela the man, the person. | will fight him 
al the polls on issues | believe he musconceives. | will 
fight him at the polls on the question of policy. wherever 
necessary. | do not, however, want to fight the man. | 
want to play the political game and not the political man. 
It was in this person-to-person mode that | turned aside 
in my remarks at the prayer breakfast to say that | am 
sorry if | wittingly or unwittingly hurt Dr Mandela. 


In my remarks, ! was man enough to make the point that 
the buck stops at the head of a political orgnisation. The 
violence buck stops at my desk and at Dr Mandela's 
desk. To introduce a spirit of forgiveness and reconcih- 
ation into the political air, | argued that there was fault 
on every side of all conflicts. | was not apportioning 
blame, accepting blame, or pointing fingers at myself or 
anybody cise. | was simply calling for making reconcili- 
ation possible by admitting that hurt that was created 
intentionally or unintentionally needed apologies. 


There was nothing ambiguous about my statements al 
all. The ambiguity that there now is in the minds of the 
public is traceable to the NATAL MERCURY headline 
which said: “Buthelezi in tears as he says sorry to the 
ANC.” | never apologised to the ANC. I did in principle 
imply that the ANC and Inkatha Freedom Party need to 
apologise to each other, just as the ANC needs to 
apologise to the National Party and the National Party 
needs to apologise to the ANC. 


Newspapers must not now say that I stirred controversy 
in the townships. If comrades in the township want to 
miusconstrue what | said, then nobody in fact 1s going to 
stop them. Newspaper reporting and newspaper com- 
ment, however, should not rush into print giving dra- 
matic importance to this misconstruing. 


Let newspapers handle the issues involved in public 
apologies and forgiveness with the sacrosanct care that 
should be applied to the deeper spiritual considerations 
of man and society. How do we make South Africa whole 
and wholesome? The answer lies in many directions and 
one of these directions is in the direction of apologies 
given and accepted. Let us deepen debate about apolo- 
gies that are needed to make the South African body 
politic whole again. 


1 apologised specifically to Dr Mandela for any hurt he 
may have suffered and in the same idiom, | apologise to 
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South Africa for the fact that some IFP members were 
drawn into violence against IFP policy and wishes. | 
never rssued an Inkatha Freedom Party apology for what 
the IFP 1s. what ut stands for and what ut has done. 


Let the real comment around this issue be that apologies 
given and accepted when really meant and really 
accepted should be political soul things which deepen 
political responsibility. Apologies given and accepted 
should not be bandied around in reports magnifying the 
confusion which inadequate press reporting and head- 
lining created in the first place. 


My call was for the deepening of the debate and | am sure 
that what I said will deepen debate. It would be a pity of 
those who were detracting from the debate were better 
reported than those who were adding to it. 


De Klerk Calls on All Communities To Unite 


MBO0903202091 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
2002 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[By Neal Oclofse} 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar 9 SAPA—State President F.W. 
de Klerk on Saturday called on South Africa's different 
communities to unite into a new successful nation. 


He told a glittering banquet in Sandton, where he was 
honoured with the “Goodwill Foundation of South 
Africa’s Friendship Personality of the Year” award. that 
he was accepting it as the “flag bearer of a movement 
which has accepted as its goal a just an equitable soci- 
ety”. There were still too many people in South Africa 
who believed in solving problems by violence and intim- 
idation, the state president said. There were also those 
who continued to be obsessed with past grievances. 
“Some insist on apologies for everything that has 
occured in the past. Some insist on their enemies being 
tried for real or smagined injustices. Many still nurture 
ancient vendettas against those by whom they believe 
they and their forebearers have been wronged”. 


All in South Africa would have to admit that many 
mistakes had been made by all sides and parties, he 
added. “If we dwelt on the real or imagined sins of the 
past, we shall never be able to find one another in the 
present, nor shall we be able to work together in building 
the future.” The challenge of South Africa’s peoples was 
to build bridges between the islands of the country’s 
different communities, Mr de Klerk said. The destinies 
of all South African communities were inextricably 
interwoven. “Ultimately any injuries to anyone of our 
communities is an injury to all of us”. 


Continuing deprivation of any single community would 
have to lead to the ultsmate deprivation of everyone in 
South Africa, if the situation was not addressed, he 
added. “We need to develop common values, interests 
and hopes, which unite us as the basis for a new South 
African nation, Mr de Klerk said. 


REPUBLIC OF SOU ©H AFRICA 19 


Minister Tables ‘Alien Control Bill’ 9 Mar 


MB0903 130691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1119 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Parliament March 9 SAPA—A bill providing for 
the control of entry of people into South Afinca, their 
residence in the country, and their departure from il, was 
published in Parliament on Saturday. 


The Aliens Control Bill, introduced by the Minister of 
Home Affairs Mr Gene Louw, amends and consolidates 
five current acts. 


Among ils provisions are: 


—The minister is granted the power to exempt certain 
categories of prohibited persons from the restrictions 
on them. 

—The categories of prohibited people are reviewed. 

—Certain contraventions of the Arms and Ammunitions 
Act, 1969, are included in a schedule attached to the 
bill as oifences which may cause deportation. 

—Maximum penalties for offences are increased to 
adapt them to the current value of moncy. 


Clause 38 of the bill states the minister may, 21 his 
discretion, exempt any person from being prohibited 
because he or she had left SA [South Africa] permanently 
under a permit granted by the director-general of Home 
Affairs. 


This exemption car. be effected retrospectively. 


In terms of Clause 41, the minister may issue a tempo- 
rary permit to a prohibited person to enter and live in 
South Africa for the purpose of, and subject to any other 
conditions, mentioned in it. 


The minister may require such people to pay a deposit. 


Provisional permits may also be granted to certain 
prohibited people. 


Other clauses provide that: 


—People who enter South Africa illegally can be fined up 
to R{rand}20,000 or jailed for up to five years, or both. 

—People falling under the “prohibited category” include 
those who could become a burden to the state because 
of infirmity of body and mind or because of insuffi- 
cient funds to support themselves and their depen- 
dants: those who, from information received from a 
government or diplomatic channets, are deemed by 
the minister to be undesirable inhabitants or visitors 
to South Africa: those who have been convicted in any 
country of a contravention of currency control regula- 
tions; and those suffering from any such contageous, 
communicable or other disease or virus as may be 
prescribed. 


—People convicted of certain offences can be removed 
from SA. 
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—Contravention of Section 39 (1)(H to M) of the Arms 
and Ammunition Act (No. 75 cf 1969) can lead to 
deportation. 


Winnie Mandela's Defense Subpoenas Journalist 


MB1203064991 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OS00 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] A journalist of the SUNDAY STAR newspaper. 
Ms. Pat Devereux, has been subpoenaed to give evidence 
in the trial of Mrs. Winnie Mandela and three other 
accused on charges of kidnapping and assault in the 
Rand Supreme Court. 


Ms. Devereux was subpoenaed by Mrs. Mandela's 
defense team to give evidence about an interview she 
conducted with a key witness in the trial, Mr. Kenneth 
Kgase. 


Mrs. Mandela’s advocate, Mr. George Bizos, asserted 
yesterday that Mr. Kgase’s testimony appeared to con- 
tradict what he had said in the interviews. 


Mr. Kgase will take the witness stand for the fifth and 
probably the last day today. 


PAC Launches Organization in Orange Free State 


MB1103141791 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1320 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[SAPA PR WIRE SER VICE— issued by: Pan Africanist 
Congress of Azania (PAC Internal), 11 March 1991; 
place not given] 


[Text] [No dateline as received] The PAC [Pan- 
Africanist Congress] launched its OFS [Orange Free 
State] South Region on the 9th March 1991. The 
launching took place at Botshabelo at the NG [Dutch 
Reformed] Church in “G™ section. Some of the branches 
making up the region that sent delegates were Bloemfon- 
tein, Wepener, Dewetsdorp, Rouxville and Herschel. 


Mr Gwabeni, a member of the NEC [National Executive 
Committee] of the PAC and secretary for education, 
rejected the distasteful damage to schoois in the Botsha- 
belo area by painting some political figures and praised 
PASO [Pan-Africanist Students Organization] not being 
part of it. 


The assistant general secretary of the PAC, Mr Carter 
Seleke briefed the conference on a wide range of topics 
including the disciplined united front of the liberation 
movement. 


The top appointments to the regional Executive Council 
were of Molefi Litheko, Mofihli Likotsi and Kelebone 
Manalane. The three hold the portfolios of chairman, 
secretary and organiser respectively. 
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Ciskei Releases 8 Officers Held in Coup Attempt 


MB1003103191 Johanneshurg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 10 Mar 91 p 3 


{Report by Brenda Scery: “Ciskei Releases Officers Held 
After Coup Bid™] 


[Text] Ciskes has released eight of us Defence Force 
officers who were detained in the wake of last month's 
failed coup attempt. 


And, according to the homeland’s Justice Minister, 
Keith Matthee, Ciskei ts not holding any prisoners in 
detention without trial. 


Mr Matthee said Brigadier Andew Jamangile and seven 
others, who had been arrested alter the coup and were 
awaiting trial, were released on Friday [8 March] becuase 
their continued detention would have conflicted with 
Cisker’s new Bill of Rights. 


The Bill—part of the new constitution which came into 
force on February 6—guarantees, among others things, 
protection from “arbitrary detention” and the right to 
fair trial within a reasonable time. 


Mr Matthee said the Ciskei Attorney-General would 
reserve the right to bring charges against the men at a 
later date if further investigation warranted it. 


He disclosed tha the last detainees being held under 
section 26 of Ciskei’s National Security Act (the equiv- 
alent of section 29 of South Africa’s Internal Security 
Act) were released about a weck ago. 


According to Mr Matthee, Ciskei’s Council of State 
would soon be reviewing all security legislation, partic- 
ularly where it appeared? 


The new constitution—which is “fully justiciable™ by the 
Supreme Court, according to Mr Matthce—guarantees 
the right to liberty and to a fair trial. 


The Justice Minister said he had held a number of 
meetings with lawyers in the Ciske: and encouraged 
them to challenge existing laws if they believed them to 
be illegal in terms of the constitution. 


13 Mar Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MBI303112391 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Land Reforms Welcome—Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 13 March in a page 10 editorial says the new 
land reforms unveiled in Cape Town “mark the begin- 
ning of the undoing of more than a century of racially 
skewed access to land and, when implemented, will 
demonstrate the Government's seriousness in dealing 
with perhaps the most emotive issue in South African 
politics today.” But there is a “mayor problem” that the 
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government also acknowledges: “...the historical imbal- 
ance in land ownership “cannot be solved merely by the 
repeal of the discriminatory laws involved.” Therefore. 
“while the removal of apartheid laws from the statuic 
books gives most black people the nght to buy land 
wherever they wish, it does not provide the means to do 
so. The Government must urgently devise methods, over 
and above those already mooted. to ersvre that the black 
majority 1s Convinced that whites want to make prac- 
tical, and not just principled, changes.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Editorial Welcomes Land Reform Plans—The govern- 
ment’s planned land reform “will abolish centuries of 
discrimination, and change the lives of millions of 
people.” says a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg BUS!- 
NESS DAY in English on 13 March. The White Paper on 
land reform is “free of riders, qualifications and loop- 
holes, though 1 envisages the retention of ‘own affairs 
and independent homeland administration until the new 
constitution replaces the present one.” The government 
also does “not duck the question of compensation and 
reparation.” “It 1s opposed to all forms of redistribution 
of land, including confiscation, nationalisation or expro- 
priation. This makes sense. Policy must look forward. 
The cost of trying to undo the wrongs of the past would 
be prohibitive and destroy a vibrant economy.” 


SOWETAN 


Land Reform Plans ‘Scriously Flawed'—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN tn English on 13 March in a page 6 editorial 
says the government's plans to abolish the Land Acts 
“are seriously flawed.” “The heart of the problem is the 
Government's apparent unwillingness to address the 
tragic wrong that was done to the hundreds of thousands 
of people who were moved off their land in the name of 
apartheid.” “We are not arguing that in every case the 
victims of forced removals shouid be given their original 
land back. But there 1s a case for treating different cases 
on their merits. And where the original land is not going 
to be restored to the people there should be other ‘special 
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cases’ of restitution. This could take the form of easy 
loans and other real assistance.” 


RAPPORT 


Resetthing Blacks on Farmlands—Pici Muller writes on 
page 20 of Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 10 
March that just as Dr. H.F. Verwoerd “did not succeed 
in resettling people in the homelands.” the ANC’s plans 
for land distribution “will not succeed in moving urban 
blacks to rural areas.” Muller believes 1 1s important to 
remember this when one “talks about the ANC’s insis- 
tence on re-division of land or the PAC’s thoughtless 
s‘ogan that all land should be returned to its ‘nghtful’ 
black owners.” Muller warns there should be “no fool- 
ishness” that may “endanger the land's production 
capacity.” “If the ANC’s land commission hopes a 
corporation such as Anglo American might be prepared 
to make land available, almost for free, for the resettle- 
ment of black farmers. then one 1s talking about naivete 
to the worst degree.” Anglo American’s agriculture inter- 
ests are “some of the foremost producers in the country. 
Should such successful units be abolished for the sake of 
settling rural squatters, who will probably not be able to 
produce nearly as much as capital-strong companies that 
apply the most recent scientific methods?” 


TRANSVALER 


U.S. Democrats Shift Sanctions Goalposts— 
Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 8 March 
in a page 8 editorial says a group of Democrats have told 
the White House “they do not accept that the constitu- 
tional process initiated by the state president [De Klerk] 
is irreversible. Consequently, they also do not share the 
president's sentiments about the lifting of sanctions.” 
“This is in sharp contrast to what Mr. Bush expressed 
following Mr. De Klerk’s visit to the United States. 
Among which that the goal posts would not be shifted 
again. Why do we have to deal with this U.S. dilemma 
concerning sanctions?” “As for the normalizing of rela- 
tions with South Africa Mr. Bush can have the best of 
intentions, but in view of the recent developments from 
his left, that should not be counted on. One can only 
hope he will be prepared to fight for his convictions.” 
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Angola 


UNITA’s Savimbi Addresses 7th Party Congress 


Calls for Cease-Fire 


MB1303114891 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 13 Mar 91 


[Text] The leader of the UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] movement in Angola, 
Dr. Jonas Savimbi, says the Angolan civil war is over. 
Addressing a UNITA congress at. Jamba [name as 
heard], he said the war had run its course and it was time 
for a return to peace in battle-scarred Angola. All that 
remained was to make peace a reality by agreeing on 
dates for a cease-fire and general elections. 


Dr. Savimbi said that UNITA was transforming itself 
from a potent fighting force to a political organization 
that had to gear itself to do battle for the support of 
Angolan voters at the ballot box. 


More on Address 


MB1203174691 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] While the peace process in Angola creeps on with 
the reopening of the aid convoys in the south today, 
Jonas Savimbi, the leader of the rebel UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] movement 
has been mounting a special congress in the bush in 
Cuando Cubango Province and today he delivered a 
1 50-minute speech to his guests. One of them is (Ahmed 
Rajah) of Africa Analysis. 


On the satellite link, Robin White asked him what Mr. 
Savimbi had to say. 


[Begin recording] [(Rajah)] He reiterated what has been 
said for the past few days, that peace is in sight and that 
the end of the war is near. His speech was...[pauses, 
changes thought] it covered a wide range of subjects, 
from peace proposals, ideology, diplomatic relations, 
and future economic plans for the new Angola. He 
{words indistinct] is that he says the congress, which will 
go into closed session from tomorrow until Sunday [17 
Mar] will discuss the transformation of UNITA from a 
military force with political aspirations into a fully 
fledged political party. 


[White] Does this mean that UNITA will disarm? 


[(Rajah)] Well, once the cease-fire is signed, | think that 
is the idea and he also said that he accepts that the 
United States will stop selling arms to the movement, to 
the party, UNITA, once a cease-fire is signed. 


[White] So, how soon might there be peace, according to 
Dr. Savimbi? 


[(Rajah)] That he did not indicate. 
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[White] Presumably, he was speaking to the converted 
and his speech was well received? 


{(Rajah)] | would say that the atmosphere was electric. 
He got a standing ovation, as expected, for about two 
minutes at the end of the speech and, significantly for the 
rest of Africa, he said that his recent meeting with 
President Babangida of Nigeria shows that UNITA is 
now rehabilitated on the African Continent. We are no 
longer isolated, he said. 


[White] Is UNITA just a one-man band with Savimbi at 
its head? 


{(Rajah)] He seems to be the strongman but here, at the 
place where the congress is held, there are huge murals of 
Mr. Savimbi and also participants at the congress, most 
of are wearing T-shirts emblazoned with the visage. with 
the face of Dr. Savimbi, and he talked on the cult of 
personality. What he said was interesting. He said that, 
on the cult of personality. he is not the one who asked the 
people to put up the posters. 


[White] Why does he not tell them to take the posters 
down if he does not like them” 


{(Rajah)] Well, he does not say that he does not like 
them. It appears that democracy 1s the catchword at the 
congress and, if the people to put the posters, that’s what 
he seemed to imply, it is their wish and that should be 
respected. [end recording] 


UN Official Discusses Relief Program Resumption 


MB1303080691 London BBC World Service 
in English OS35S GMT 13 Mar 91 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] After a break of over three months the Angolan 
Government has decided to allow relief supplies for the 
drought-stricken areas of the country to be resumed. The 
move follows a meeting between President dos Santos 
and the UN under secretary general, James Jonah, which 
took place last week. 


The relief convoys to government- and UNITA- 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
held areas deep inside the country were suspended last 
December following a UNITA attack on a bridge which 
the convoy passes through. The MPLA [Popular Move- 
meni for the Liberation of Angola] government blamed 
the UNITA rebels; UNITA blamed the government in 
turn for provoking the attack. And thousands of drought- 
stricken victims have been waiting meanwhile for help. 


Well, now after these talks will the relief convoys be safe? 
Well, in New York Chris Guness asked Mr. James Jonah 
about the terms of the new agreement with the Angolan 
authorities: 


{Begin recording] [Jonah] We have agreed that... [pauses] 
at least in my discussions with the authorities in Angola, it 
appeared to me that there were misunderstandings because 
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there was no proper machinery for consultations. For 
example, | said to them if you (?state) this without evi- 
dence that the program is being misused, the proper 
procedure will be for them to approach the UN to give 
(?then) the evidence. We will then evaluate that evidence 
and then make a judgment. That we have now agreed to. 


Secondly, we did say that we will not violate the sover- 
eignty of the Republic of Angola. This was to take care of 
their charge that there are some NGO's [nongovern- 
mental organizations] who are opposed to the govern- 
ment, who were operating under our program to [words 
indistinct] the government, that is taking assistance to 
UNITA. We have established [words indistinct] a code 
of conduct through the NGO's. All NGO's working with 
the UN have signed an agreement and they are com- 
mitted to impartiality, and I think with proper mon:- 
toring this should assure the government of the, I think, 
the humanitarian aspect of our program, not military. 


{Guness] What [words indistinct] about UNITA? Have 
you had assurances from them that they are not going to 
conduct a military campaign against the relief convoys. 
against the infrastructure in both the government and 
the other areas of the country? 


[Jonah] Well, first of all | must say that we in the UN 
[words indistinct] have any direct contact with UNITA. 
However, we have developed certain channels of com- 
rnunication, and through these channels we have those 
assurances. Yes, | was able to inform the Government of 
the Republic of Angola, the president himself, that as far 
as we are concerned we are confident that UNITA will 
hold the agreement. 


{Guness] Now, in practical terms, what is going to happen” 
is there going to be a corridor of tranquility established as 
it happens in other parts of Africa, even Latin America, or 
do you have some other plans for getting relief supplies to 
the government- and rebel-held areas? 


{Jonah] Well, basically there has been an agreement on 
these transit points—or could you call corridors of 
tranquility’—and it’s agreed between the two sides. 
With this decision of the Government of Angola we will 
proceed on those basis. However, there are certain 
technical problems because not all routes have been 
approved for the transportation of humanitarian assis- 
tance. We will have to (?stick with those). Now, we do 
also have under the agreement cross-border delivery of 
assistance through Namibia into areas under the control 
of UNITA. Here, of course, we have [words indistinct] 
because the Government of Namibia immediately 
declared that no NGO should operate on its soil except 
under the UN umbrella. So, this gives us some kind of 
assurance that we can control the movement of supplies. 


[Guness] But you are confident, though, that your relief 
supplies will get through in the absence of any political 
arrangement. 


[Jonah] Oh, definitely. | think that the talks were very 
difficult. They were at times very frustrating. but | am 
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confident the arrangements we worked out with the 
president will hold. [end recording] 


Official Announces Creation of New Oil Subsidiary 


MB1303133691 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 13 Mar 91 


[Text] Angolan Energy and Petroleum Miaunister Joao 
Lourenco Lamboite announced in London the creation 
of a new national enterprise for the exploration and 
production of oil. Lamboite has been in London for four 
days looking for likely partners interested in the explo- 
ration of Block Four of the Angolan offshore [preceding 
word in English]. He said that the new enterprise will be 
a sole subsidiary of the National Angolan Fuel Com- 
pany. Sonangol. In association with foreign companies, 
Sonangol explores for Angolan oil. 


Joao Lourenco added that a delegation of his sector will 
make an official tour of several European countries, 
including Belgium, the Netherlands, and Great Britain, 
and the United States. 


Benguela Prisoners Send Letter to Dos Santos 


\M1B1203201991 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] More than 200 inmates at the Benguela Peniten- 
tiary have expressed concern about the excessive preven- 
live imprisonment terms they are facing in a letter they 
signed and sent to the president of the People’s Republic of 
Angola. Copies of the letter were sent to the Supreme 
Court, the People’s Assembly, and other governmental and 
judicial institutions in Benguela Province. 


They are represented by a commission of detainees who 
are trytng to resolve the problem in a peaceful manner and 
are asking for justice based on good faith. They have 
threatened to revolt against the penitentiary services if 
their demands are not met within the shortest possible 
time. 


Deputy Inspector Gomes, acting police commander for 
Benguela Province, has disclosed that an ad hoc commission 
will consider some of those demands this week. He 
described the prisoners’ demands as logical. [passage 
omitted] 


Comoros 


Government, Opposition Toe Hold Roundtable Talks 


£.41303094291 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 12 Mar 91 


{ Text] Said Mohamed Djohar, the Comoran president, 
left Moroni for Madagascar this morning to attend the 
Indian Ocean Commission meeting. Said Mohamed 
Djohar received the opposition parties’ secretaries gen- 
eral at the Moroni presidential palace yesterday and 
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discussed the holding of a national roundtable confer- 
ence with a view to amending the Comoran Constitu- 
tion. At the end of the meeting the opposition 
announced that they had agreed with the holding of the 
conference, given that their major demand, namely the 
dissolution of the Federal Assembly, was taken into 
consideration by the Comoran president. The national 
roundtable conference will, therefore, be held in Moroni 
at a date to be announced by Djohar upon his return 
from Madagascar on Sunday, 17 March. 


Several Thousand Attend Moroni Opposition Rally 
AB1103102091 Paris AFP in French 0759 GMT 
10 Mar 91 


[Text] Moroni, 10 Mar (AFP)—Several thousand people 
turned out for a rally in Moroni called by opposition 
parties to criticize President Said Mohamed Djohar’s 
regime, it was learned today. In their speeches, represen- 
tatives of the seven opposition parties accused President 
Djohar of failing to fulfill his electoral promises, partic- 
ularly in the areas of education, health, and salaries. 


This rally was the first big demonstration by the united 
opposition since Mr. Djohar’s election as head of state on 
11 March 1990. Seven parties were represented. They are 
the Chuma [expansion unknown] (led by Mr. Said Ali 
Kemal), the Comoran Popular Front (FPC of Mr. 
Mohamed Hassanaly), the Comoros Socialist Party (led by 
Ahmed Ali Mbalia), the National Federation for Democ- 
racy and Progress (FNDP, which consists of the Movement 
for Democracy and Progress led by Mr. Abbas Djoussouf 
and the New Democratic Generations of Comores), the 
Maesha Bora (of Mr. Said Islam), the Comoros Party for 
Democracy and Progress (PDPC of Mr. Said Attoumani), 
and the National Union for Democracy in Comoros 
(UNDC of Messrs Bourhane and Mohamed Taki). On the 
other hand, Mr. Moustoifa Said Cheik’s Democratic 
Front, one of the major opposition parties, was absent. 


This demonstration precedes the start of a roundtable 
conference on 22 March involving the government and the 
parties, which is expected to examine possible amend- 
ments to the Constitution, notably the creation of the post 
of prime minister and restitution of parliament's powers. 


Mauritius 


Indian Vice President Arrives in Port Louis 


BK1103151291 Delhi Domestic Service 
in English 1430 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] The vice president, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma. 
was given a warm and affectionate welcome on his 
arrival at Port Louis today on a four-day official visit to 
Mauritius. The prime minister of Mauritius, Mr. 
Aneerood Jugnauth, and senior members of his cabinet 
were present at the airport to receive him. Speaking at 
the airport, the vice president expressed the hope that his 
visit would further strengthen the existing fi endly ties 
between the two countries. 
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Mozambique 


Dhiakama ‘Guarantees’ Renamo Will Not Attack 


MB1203195791 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] Afonso Dhlakama, chief of the Renamo [Mozam- 
bique National Resistance] armed bandits, has guaran- 
teed that his gang will not attack the corridors covered by 
the Rome Accord. 


LUSA, the Portuguese news agency, reports that Afonso 
Dhlakama made that promise during a meeting with 
Jeffrey Davidow, assistant of the U.S. undersecretary of 
state for African affairs [title as heard]. During the 
meeting, Jeffrey Davidow expressed the U.S. Adminis- 
tration’s concern about violations to the Rome Accord. 


Council of Ministers Discusses, Approves Documents 


MB1203201091 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] The Council of Ministers has discussed and 
approved the Mozambican Government's Plan of Action 
for 1991 within the framework of the government's 
Economic and Social Program, which had previously 
been approved by the Assembly of the Republic. 


The Council of Ministers also discussed a Ministry of 
Agriculture report on the evolution of the 1991-1992 
agricultural campaign during its second quarter. The 
reports provided information on farming, climate, sup- 
plies, and the campaign’s prospects. Within this context, 
the Council of Ministers defined a set of measures to be 
taken by the Mozambican Government to ensure food 
security. 


Portuguese Foreign Ministry Official Departs 


MB1203145491 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Dr. Rocha Paris, director general of coopera- 
tion in Portugal’s Foreign Affairs Ministry, left for home 
yesterday at the end of a seven-day visit to our country. 
In addition to holding meetings with Mozambican offi- 
cials responsible for cooperation, Dr. Paris took part in 
the opening of the fourth Portuguese book fair at the 
Brazilian stand of the Maputo International Trade Fair. 


Speaking to our correspondent, Rocha Paris said he was 
pleased with the current level of cooperation between 
Portugal and Mozambique. [passage omitted] 


Minister Leaves for Zimbabwe With Message 


MB1203153991 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] Transport and Communications Minister Armando 
Guebuza has left Maputo for Harare, the Zimbabwean 
capital, on a working visit during which he will deliver a 
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message from President Joaquim Alberto Chissano to 
Robert Gabriel Mugabe, his Zimbabwean counterpart. 


Speaking to Radio Mozambique at Maputo airport 
shortly before leaving, Minister Armando Guebuza said 
that the Mozambican Government hopes Renamo 
{Mozambique National Resistance] will be willing to 
continue the peace talks. 


Minerals Sector Short of 1990 Plan Goals 


N1B1303132891 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 13 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Mineral Resources Minister John Kachamila 
said in Maputo this morning that his sector achieved 
only 87 percent of last year’s planned industrial output. 


Sales to national and international markets were 62 and 
57 percent, respectively. 


Speaking at the opening of the Mineral Resources Min- 
istry’s Sixth Coordination Council, Minister Kachamila 
said that despite the failure to achieve planned produc- 
tion goals, production output had been worth 2,486,000 
contos {1 conto equals 1,000 meticals]. representing a 
growth of 75 percent in relation to 1989. 


He also said that the failure to fulfill planned exportation 
goals was due to a number of reasons, notably the 
transportation problems and the movement of goods 
such as marble and coal. Exports raked in 1,741,000 
contos in 1990. or 62 percent of the plan. He explained, 
however, that that figure represented a growth of about 
80 percent in relation to 1989. [passage omitted] 


New Aircraft Arrives for Domestic Flights 


MB1203195191 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] One of the two Boeing 737-300 aircraft that the 
Mozambique Airlines [LAM] bought from the United 
States arrived in the country this afternoon. 


The LAM director of operations told reporters that the 
aircraft cost $22 million and will be called Lurio, the 
name of a river in northern Mozambique. 


The arrival of that aircraft marks the beginning of a process 
to renew the LAM fleet, whose aircraft have all been flying 
for more than 20 years. That aircraft can carry 148 passen- 
gers and has a computerized navigation system. 


As of Monday [18 Mar], LAM will be changing the times 
of its domestic and regional flights. 


Namibia 


Officials To Hold Walvis Bay Talks With RSA 
MB1303094091 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 


OYOS GMT 13 Mar 91 
[By Carmen Honey] 


[Text] Windhoek Mar 13 SAPA—A high-level Namibian 
delegation, headed by Foreign Affairs Minister Theo-Ben 
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Gurirab, leaves for South Africa on Wednesday [13 
March] to begin talks on the “final chapter” in the colonial 
relationship between the two countries. 


The two governments are to open discussions in Cape 
Town on Thursday on the status of the South African 
port enclave of Walvis Bay and offshore islands along the 
Namibian coast. Although historically South Africa’s, 
and part of the Cape Province, United Nations Resolu- 
tion 432 of 1978 stipulates that the 1,124 square kilo- 
metre enclave, which is geographically part of Namibia, 
be reintegrated. Walvis Bay and the offshore islands are 
included as part of Namibia in the country’s Constitu- 
tion. The issue was not dealt with under UN Res 435 for 
Namibia's independence, which came last March, but 
was left to be a negotiated at a later stage. 


“We are going to Cape Town to discuss what would be the 
final chapter in the colonial relationship between Namibia 
and South Africa,” Mr Gurirab told SAPA in Windhoek. 
“We would like to believe that, like us, South Africa would 
like to see a speedy end to this long-standing dispute.” He 
said Namibia would like to close the present chapter, one 
that had included war, suffering and enmity. “And by 
signing an agreement sooner hopefully than later open a 
new chapter that will bring cooperation in all fields of 
human endeavour,” Mr Gurirab said. 


The Ministers of Information and Broadcasting Hidipo 
Hamutenya, Justice Ngarikutuke Tjiriange, Trade and 
Industry Ben Amathila, Fisheries and Marine Resources 
Helmut Angula and Attorney-General Hartmut Ruppel as 
well as a number of senior government officials are 
included in the 27-member delegation. Finance Minister 
Otto Herrigel also forms part of the Namibian delegation. 


4,000 Demonstrate for Return 


\1B1303112891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1104 GMT 13 Mar 91 


[By Carmen Honey] 


[Text] Windhoek Mar 13 SAPA—Between 4,000 and 
5.000 demonstrators took »art in a peaceful march at 
Walvis Bay on Wednesday [13 March] to highlight the 
planned talks between Namibia and South Africa on the 
future of the port. The negotiations betwen the two 
governments begin in Cape Town on Thursday. 


South African Police spokesman Capt Pierre Laubsher 
told SAPA from Walvis Bay that the march took place 
with no incidents or arrests. Union leaders were granted 
official permission to call for the two-hour march on 
Wednesday morning. It was later reported there had also 
been a call for a general stayaway. 


“The call to stayaway from work has been successful,” 
Capt Laubsher said, adding it was too early to say exactly 
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how many people had not gone back to their jobs. “Most 
of the people on the march were unemployed work- 
seekers,” he added. 


Namibia Broadcasting Corporation [NBC] news controller 
Mr Joe Putz confirmed that reporter Gitta Stoldt and 
cameraman Stephen Kotze had been detained briefly by 
police and asked to supply their personal details and iden- 
tity documents. They were then permitted to continue 
reporting on the march, he said. “NBC has informed the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the incident,” Mr Putz said. 


The chairman of the Walvis Bay Chamber of Commerce. 
Mr Stefan Hrywniak, said most employers had given 
their staff off to take part in the march. “It is hard to say 
how many have not come back to work, but the general 
feeling is, because it is not a legal strike, those who have 
not returned should not get paid,” he said. 


12 Mar Press Review of Current Issues, Problems 
MB1203122391 


{Editorial Report] 
THE NAMIBIAN 


Government To Negotiate “Joint Use” of Walvis Bay 
Port— “It appears as though the South African Govern- 
ment is not now prepared to negotiate a Walvis handover, 
but only the joint use of the port,” points out Editor Gwen 
Lister in her “Political Perspective” column on page 6 of 
Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English on 8 March. “In 
the colonial years, the South African Government reiter- 
ated time and again that it would be prepared to negotiate 
the future of the port with the government of an indepen- 
dent Namibia. Much would depend, one read between the 
lines, on how that independent government ‘behaved’ 
itself. Presently, not even the South Africans can com- 
plain—SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organiza- 
tion] didn’t boot out all the whites; nationalise everything 
in sight; and raise the ‘red flag’ over Windhoek. Quite 
contrary. So how about giving us Walvis Bay back now, 
F.W. [De Klerk]?” 


Namibian Crime Rate Increase—The page 7 editorial 
comments on the “widespread and worrying increase in 
the crime rate in Namibia.” “While this crime increase 
can be aitributed primarily to a deteriorating situation 
characterised by joblessness and unemployment, if it is 
not rapidly brought under control it will not help to solve 
the socioeconomic situation in the country.” 


Seychelles 


Indian Vice President Arrives on Official Visit 


Calls for Mideast Settlement 
BK 1003054891 Delhi Domestic Service 
in English 0240 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] The vice president, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, now 
on a visit to Seychelles, has called for urgent action for a 
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comprehensive settlement of the West Asia problem. 
including the Palestinian issue. He was speaking at a ban- 
quet hosted in his honor by the Seychelles president, Mr. 
France Albert Rene, in Mahe last night. Dr. Sharma said as 
committed members of the Nonaligned Movement both 
Seychelies and India have a responsibility to coordinate 
efforts in this regard. The vice president also underlined the 
need to keep the Indian Ocean a zone of peace. 


Departs for Mauritius 11 Mar 


BK1103102091 Dethi Domestic Service 
in English 0830 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] The vice president, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, 
today left Seychelles for Port Louis in Mauritius. 
Speaking at Mahe Airport before his departure, Dr. 
Sharma expressed the hope that his visit would further 
strengthen the close ties between the two countries. He 
said he looks forward to an expansion of economic and 
technical cooperation with Seychelles. 


Zambia 


MMD’s Wina Refutes Claims He is Leaving Party 


MB1103193191 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] The former interim chairman of the Movement for 
Multiparty Democracy [MMD)], Mr. Arthur Wina, today 
refuted claims that he was thinking of leaving the party. 


In a Statement released in Lusaka today, Mr. Wina 
declared that his faith in the party that he helped found 
is unshakeable but he also said the bloc (?regional) voting 
and [word indistinct] malpractices that surfaced at the 
MMD’s national convention in Lusaka early this month 
are a source of worry to most members of the party. 


Arthur Wina [words indistinct] the malpractices were 
alien to the noble ideas and [word indistinct] which those 
who founded the party want to protect and cherish. 


There have been rumors of late, following Mr. Wina’s 
losing of the presidency to (?the MMD’s) new chairman, 
General Frederick Chiluba, that he was contemplating 
(?formally) leaving the party. He pointed out that the 
crucial aim of the MMD is to [word indistinct] a successful 
presidential and parliamentary election and that the pop- 
ularity the party had before the convention would be [word 
indistinct]. 


Zimbabwe 
Government Cancels De Beers’ Diamond Claims 


MB1103111791 Johanneshure THE STAR in English 
11 Mar 91 p 13 


{Report by Robin Drew, Africa News Service: “De Beers 
Claims Cancelled” | 
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[Text] Harare—The Zimbabwe Government has can- 
celled diamond claims in the Beitbridge area held by a 
De Beers company because of a disagreement over 
marketing arrangements. - 


The South African company insisted on a policy of 
selling through its central selling organisation while the 
Zimbabwe Government wanted the diamonds marketed 
through its own Minerals Marketing Corporation. 
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Public statements over the wrangle were issued in Jan- 
uary when the Ministry of Mines threatened to cancel the 
claims. 


In a statement the Ministry said the mining commis- 
sioner for Masvingo had been instructed to forfeit the 
claims and to reserve the area against prospecting and 


pegging. 
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Ghana 


Rawlings Receives Message From Mali’s Traore 


AB1203204091 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] President Moussa Traore of Mali has sent a 
special message to the chairman of the PNDC [Provi- 
sional National Defense Council], Flight Lieutenant 
Rawlings. The message was delivered today by the 
Malian minister of employment and public service. 
Madame Diallo Lala Sy, and was received on behalf of 
the chairman by the PNDC member responsible for 
foreign affairs and national security, Captain Kojo 
Tsikata, at his office. 


Speaking to newsmen later, Madame Lala Sy said her 
mission is in line with President Traore’s policy to 
maintain regular contacts with his friends in the subre- 
gion and as part of efforts to harmonize and integrate 
policies in the area. She expressed satisfaction with the 
level of cooperation between Ghana and Mali. 


Ministry of Fuel, Power Renamed Energy 


AB1 203131691 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 2000 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] As part of measures to rationalize operations 
of energy sector institutions, the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power has been redesignated Ministry of Energy with 
Mr. Ato Ahwoi as the PNDC [Provisional National 
Defense Council] secretary. Following the reorganiza- 
tion, the ministry now takes over all functions of the 
National Energy Board. Consequently, the Energy Board 
Law 1984 is to be repealed and a National Energy 
Commission set up in its place. Staff of the dissolved 
National Energy Board are to be absorbed into the new 
Ministry of Energy. [passage omitted] 


Cocoa Board Signs Agreement With German Firm 


AB1 103093691 Accra Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] The Ghana Cocoa Board and Messrs. (Walter- 
Schreider) of Germany have entered into an agreement 
for the processing of cocoa beans for the European 
market. This was disclosed to newsmen in Accra today 
by the special assistant for cocoa affairs. Dr. 1.K. Adjei- 
Marfo. 


He explained that following the downward trend in the 
price of cocoa beans on the world market, the Ghana 
Cocoa Board was tasked to examine alternative strate- 
gies for marketing that will increase foreign exchange 
earnings and at the same time, reduce the country’s 
reliance on the sale of raw beans. Dr. Adjei-Marfo said 
although Ghana's processing facilities can produce high- 
quality cocoa liquor, the cost of packing and freezing it 
for transport to foreign markets and the additional cost 
to buyers of unpacking and re-melting the liquor makes 
it difficult to compete in these specialized markets. 
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The Cocoa Board therefore requested Ghana’s embassies 
to explore the alternative possibilities in their countries 
of accreditation, and after studying the details of this 
alternative process of marketing cocoa, a tolling arrange- 
ment was entered into with Messrs. (Walter-Schreider) 
of Berlin, Germany, to process cocoa beans for the 
European market. 


Dr. Adjei-Marfo said under the agreement, the tolling 
company will process 20,000 tonnes of cocoa beans this 
year and will pay a cash advance of 70 percent of the 
value of the beans supplied against the expected pro- 
ceeds from the sale of the finished product. This advance 
payment is to reduce any foreign exchange cash flow 
pressures that the Bank of Ghana may face due to the 
deferred sale of cocoa beans because of the need to 
process before sale. 


The special assistant explained that after the beans had 
been processed and sold according to the requirements 
of European chocolate producers, Cocoa Board will use 
part of the sale proceeds to pay the company for such 
expenses as handling, the cost of milling the cocoa beans, 
and transferring the malt in tankers to the factory gates 
of chocolate manufacturers. It is anticipated that under 
this arrangement, Ghana will gain higher financial 
returns over and above the premium prices which her 
high quality beans attract. 


Guinea-Bissau 


Public Enterprises’ Privatization Decree Adopted 


ABI103094091 Paris AFP in French 1940 GMT 
8S Mar 91 


[Text] Bissau, 8 Mar (AFP)}—Guinca Bissau’s cabinet 
yesterday adopted a decree on the privatization of 
unprofitable public enterprises, according to an 
announcement on the country’s national television. The 
cabinet also adopted a decree defining the areas of state 
intervention in the national economy and the rules for 
ceding state shares in the public sector to the private 
sector. 


According to an informed source, the Guinea Bissau 
Government has already listed the first nine public 
enterprises to be privatized. Among them are the “Arma- 
zens di Povo” (People’s Shops), the “CICER” national 
brewery, and the Semapesca fishing company. 


The cabinet also adopted a decree creating an Invest- 
ment Support Office, which aims at promoting national 
and foreign private investments in Guinea Bissau. 


Liberia 


NPFL ‘Prepared To Cooperate’ With ECOMOG 
ABI203212691 Paris AFP in English 2120 GMT 
12 Mar 91 


[Text] Freetown, March 12 (AFP)-—-The defence 
spokesman of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
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(NPFL), Tom Woewiyu, on Tuesday announced that he 
was prepared to cooperate with West African peace- 
keeping troops in the country. 


Radio Gbarnga, the broadcasting station of the country’s 
main rebel faction, said Mr. Woewiyu expressed “‘satis- 
faction with the present composition” of a team from the 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] peacekeeping 
force. 


Nigerian-led ECOMOG troops are currently under- 
taking “confidence visits” to areas held by the NPFL, the 
breakaway independent front (INPFL) and the Liberian 
armed forces. 


Meanwhile, hundreds of Liberians in Robertsfield. site 
of the country’s only international airport, and the 
Firestone region “warmly welcomed” the visitors, 
according to Radio Monrovia, which was monitoring 
Radio Gbarnga. 


The NPFL, led by Charles Taylor, had opposed the 
sending of troops to Liberia in August by the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The 
“confidence visits” began this week in the run-up to a 
national conference in Monrovia on Friday among the 
nation’s warring factions, political parties and interest 
groups. 


Monrovia Radio said most of the teenage NPFL soldiers 
declared they were willing to lay down their arms and 
return to school and various trades provided their 
leaders authorised them to do so. 


Visits by ECOMOG delegates are aimed at building trust 
among the warring parties and preparing for the opening 
of highways to enable relicf operations throughout the 
war-torn West African country. 


In another development reported by Mon;ovia Radio, a 
boat belonging to the Monrovia Fishing Company, a 
private enterprise, was seized three weeks ago in the 
NPFL-held Marshall region. Company manager Sam 
Addah said that the NPFL “imposed a fine of 35,000 
U.S. dollars on the vessel and the crew” who were still 
being held “for violating the NFPL’s territorial waters”, 
the radio quoted the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY as 
saying. 


Mr. Addah said the “threats caused by the NPFL by 
seizing fishing vessels venturing into its territorial waters 
were making it difficult for fishing companies to operate”. 


All Highways To Reopen Before 15 Mar Conference 


AB1003171891 Monrovia Radio ELBC 
in English 0900 GMT 10 Mar 91 


{ Text] All major highways in the country are expected to 
reopen before March | Sth, the date set for the all-Liberia 
national conference in Monrovia. Efforts are reportedly 
being made by the West African peacekeeping force, 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
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States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], to insure the free 
and safe movement of people. A LIBERIAN NEWS 
AGENCY report quoted a source close to the office of 
the field commanders saying |) at ECOMOG guarantees 
the security of all participan'. ind residents during the 
national conference. 


Major roads in the country e been closed for more 
than one year now as a of the civil war. This 
continues to pose (?securiiy) problems to travel 
throughout the country. Among highways to be reopened 
include the Roberts-Monrovia-Kakata; Monrovia- 
Boming, Kakata-Gbarnga: Monrovia-Robertsfield; 
Gbarnga-Voinjama, as well as all highways in other 
counties. 


ECOMOG, NPFL Discuss Roads 


ABI003 104591 Paris AFP in English 0911 GMT 
10 Mar 91 


{By James K. Dorbor] 


[Text] Monrovia, March 9 [date as received] (AFP)}—A 
delegation of Charles Taylor’s National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia [NPFL] held talks here Tuesday [5 March] and 
Wednesday with members of the West African interven- 
tion force (ECOMOG) [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] on 
reopening Liberia's roads and highways before a national 
peace conference next week a reliable source said. 


The delegation, headed by NPFL defense spokesman 
Tom Woewiyu, arrived here cach morning from rebel- 
held Kakata, some 40 miles north from Monrovia. No 
details of the talks were released, but the reliable source, 
which asked to stay anonymous, said the meeting fol- 
lowed a warning by ECOMOG that it would move into 
NPFL territory to enforce the ceasefire agreement by 
reopening all roads before the March 15 conference. 
According to the source, the warning was contained in a 
third letter from ECOMOG new field commander 
Major-General Rufus Kupulati of Nigeria to Mr. Taylor 
reminding him to dismantle his roadblocks and confine 
his troops in conformity with the ceasefire agreement 
concluded in Lome. If Mr. Taylor did not comply, 
Major-General Kupulati said ECOMOG would have no 
alternative but to use force. The source said the letter 
was written to Mr. Taylor following the latter's refusal to 
reply to two others previously written to him to him by 
Maj.-Gen. Kupulati. 


Meanwhile, the population of the Liberian capital Mon- 
rovia is increasing daily due to the influx of people from 
rebel held territory. UN emergency relief officials here 
said there were now 650,522 people in Monrovia and its 
suburbs, exceeding the 400,000 before the war started. 
They said the present population could be expected to 
increase further if roads and highways were reopened 
before the March 15 conference. 
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People who fled to the countryside after the civil war and 
those reportedly being held hostage by NPFL forces were 
likely to return to Monrovia. Rural dwellers are also 
expected to come in search of essential commodities said 
to be scarce in the countryside. People who have already 
arrived from Kakata, Gbarnga, Firestone, Buchanan and 
Graad Cape Mount County said they had to bribe NPFL 
rebels to allow them through roadblocks. They said 
others who cannot afford to pay must secretly find their 
way through the bush to bypass the roadblocks. They 
also said hundreds of people wishing to travel to Mon- 
rovia were waiting in Kakata for the official opening of 
the highway. 


Preparations for National Conference Reported 


AB1203 163691 London BBC World Service 
in English 1830 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Preparations for Friday's big peace conference in 
the Liberian capital, Monrovia, are continuing with the 
West African force, ECOMOG [Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]. 
getting out and about talking with the warring groups. 
actually introducing the key military men to each other, 
and getting the roads open and safe so that the delegates 
can travel to the capital. It 1s still not clear though exactly 
who is going to attend. From Monrovia, Scott Sterns 
telexed this report: 


[Begin announcer recording} Progress toward opening 
the roads for Friday's conference is moving faster than 
decisions about who will attend. In the first of a week of 
confidence visits by representatives of the warring fac- 
tions to each others’ bases, spirits were high and talk of 
peace was plentiful, but uncertainty over the conference 
looms. 


Twelve miles north of Monrovia, the road across the 
River Po was open this morning to over 50 soldiers and 
members of relief organizations. ECOMOG deputy field 
commander, General (Odopu), said military men should 
sit down to discuss their differences while allowing 
civilians to travel through freely. 


At Prince Johnson's Caldwell base, a senior adviser. 
Colonel (Samuel Varney), said that the war should be 
over and there should be a neutral choice for the presi- 
dent. (Varney) added: We will never connive with 
anyone for personal ambition. Apparently taking this as 
a reference to Charles Taylor's intention to contest the 
interim presidency, Taylor's defense spokesman. 
Augustus Clark, said: The situation must be seen in a 
proper prospective with all Liberians constitutionally 
eligible to run. Let’s not stop this process [by] casting 
stones. There were words between the groups outside, 
but ECOMOG mediation and a tight schedule prevailed. 


Later at the Armed Forces of Liberia [AFL] Barclay 
Training Center, Commander Hezekiah Bowen received 
the visiting teams and praised them for their work. In 
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comments afterward, he told me the AFL remained apart 
from the warring factions and will not participate in 
choosing conference members as Taylor suggests. 


There are clearly two tracks for this peace process. 
Confidence is high in working out the cease-fire arrange- 
ments, but the role military representatives are pursuing 
seems to far outdistance the [word indistinct]. [end 
recording] 


ECOMOG Organizes Interior ‘Confidence Visits’ 


AB1003171291 Monrovia Radio ELBC 
in English 0900 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] As Liberians prepare for the all-Liberia confer- 
ence on March 15th, it has been disclosed that confi- 
dence visits into areas around the country are to begin on 
Monday [!! March]. A press release from ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] yesterday said the objectives of 
the visits include building confidence among the fac- 
tions, preparing for the opening of roads and free move- 
ment, as well as providing conducive atmosphere for 
humanitarian organizations to expand their work 
throughout Liberia. 


At a technical committee meeting under the chairman- 
ship of ECOMOG at the ECOMOG headquarters, the 
factions restated their commitment io have the confi- 
dence visits. Representatives of the factions reiterated 
their commitment to the return of peace and tranquillity, 
including the return of Liberia to true democracy. 


According to the release, areas to be visited tomorrow 
include Po River, Caldwell, White Plains, and through 
Fendell to Mount Barclay. Other areas to be included are 
the Barclay Training Center ~~d the Executive Grounds. 
On Tuesday, visits will in-' e the Barclay Seminary, 
Schieffelin, and Robertsfield. Kakata, and Gbarnga will 
be visited on Wednesday. © ae confidence visits continue 
on Thursday to Buchanan, while the visit to Bo and the 
Sierra Leone border will take place on Friday. 


Included on the visit will be representatives from the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, the United 
Nations, Church Ward Service, and the U.S. Embassy in 
Monrovia and other international relief organizations in 
general. The confidence visit is seen as a great stride in 
the peace process in Liberia and will enable young people 
affected by the civil conflict to benefit from programs 
earmarked by the Interim Government of National 
Unity to repatriate, resettle, and rehabilitate them. 


Taylor Returns From Senegal, Guinea-Bissau Trips 


AB1203134091 Gharnga Radio ELBC 
in English 1900 GMT 12 Mar 91 


{Summary From Poor Reception] “The leader of the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL], Mr. Charles 
Gankay Taylor, returned home last evening following a 
three-day consultative mission to Dakar, Senegal, and 
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the Revolutionary Republic of Guinea-Bissau. President 
Taylor arrived at the Senegalese International Airport 
where he received a rousing welcome by several govern- 
ment officials of that country, headed by its deputy chief 
of protocol. After a brief airport ceremony, the NPFL 
leader was taken to the Cape Manuel Presidential Palace 
where he retired for a few hours. On Friday, [8 March] 
afternoon, President Taylor met with President Abdou 
Diouf of Senegal at his presidential office in Dakar”. 
They then held a 30-minute closed-door meeting fol- 
lowing which President Taylor offered a brief radio and 
television interview to Senegalese and Liberian journal- 
ists to inform them about his visit to that country. 
President Taylor did not disclose the contents of the 
meeting, but observers believe they centered on the 
current peace initiative being pursued by the NPFL on 
the holding of an all-Liberian national conference sched- 
uled for this Friday, [15 March]. “He said the visit was to 
also forge African unity and his desire to seek advice 
from all African big brothers on the conflict in Liberia.” 


President Taylor had continuously maintained his posi- 
tion to hold a national peace conference on Liberia to 
enable the Liberian people to elect a leader of their 
choice. The president and the two warring factions in 
Liberia, under the auspices of ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States], recently signed a 
cease-fire agreement in Lome, Togo, to pave the way for 
a lasting peace in Liberia. Upon arrival in Guinea- 
Bissau, the NPFL chairman, Charles Gankay Taylor. 
was praised by the Guinea-Bissau president for the 
patience exercised on his part to end the war in Liberia. 
“President Taylor then informed the Guinea-Bissau 
leader that he was there to consult him on the peace 
process which he said has been undermined.” 


Presidential, General Elections To Be Held 1 Oct 


AB1003183491 Paris AFP in English 1614 GMT 
Y Mar 9/1 


[Text] Freetown, March 9 (AFP)}—Presidential and gen- 
eral elections are to be held throughout Liberia on 
October |, Monrovia Radio said in a broadcast moni- 
tored here late Friday. The radio did not give further 
details but added that the elections were “expected to 
usher in a democratic government in accordance with 
the Liberian constitution.” The present interim govern- 
ment president Amos Sawyer and vice president Bishop 
Ronald Diggs are not eligible to contest the elections 
under the terms of the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) peace plan for Liberia. 


In another development, the radio reported the arrival in 
Monrovia of 500 tons of petroleum products worth 3.3 
million dollars. The radio said part of the consignment 
from Nigeria will be given to the Liberian Electricity 
Corp. and the Water Supply company to provide essen- 
tial services during next Friday's all- Liberia conference 
in Monrovia. 


African diplomatic sources in Freetown said Saturday 
tha six Liberian polnucal parties, three warring factions 
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and a number of “recognised interest groups.” including 
the Press Union of Liberia, the Liberian Federation of 
Labour, the Bar Association and the Medical Associa- 
tion were expected to take part in the conference. One 
diplomat called the forthoming conference, “the largest 
gathering of Liberians™ sirce the 15 month-long unrest 
in the West African state. 


ILA Head on Respect for ECOWAS Peace Plan 


AB1003171491 Monrovia Radio ELBC 
in English 0900 GMT 10 Mar 91 


[Text] The presiding officer of the Interim Legislative 
Assembly [ILA]. Mr. Johnson Gwaikolo, says no warring 
faction in the country has the right to unilaterally change 
the terms of the ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] peace plan. The ECOWAS peace 
plan, among other things. forbids any of the leaders of 
the warring factions from heading the interim govern- 
ment. 


Mr. Gwaikolo, who was speaking in an interview with 
the LIBERIA NEWS AGENCY yesterday. said the tac- 
tions, having endorsed the peace plan. must now abide 
by all of its provisions to insure peace and stability in the 
country. He welcomed the all-Liberia national confer- 
ence slated for March 1 Sth and said the factions will, at 
that meeting, have the right to make suggestions in the 
framework of the peace plan for the formation of a 
broad-base interim government. 


NPRA Representatives Support Taylor Presidency 


AB1203164091 Gharnga Radio ELBC 
in English 1900 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[Text] Representatives of political parties to the NPRA 
[National Patriotic Reconstruction Assembly] govern- 
ment say they support the candidacy of the NPRA 
chairman, Mr. Charles Gankay Taylor. as interim pres- 
ident of Liberia during the all-Liberian conference 
scheduled for this Friday [15 March]. 


This was disclosed today during a meeting of political 
party representatives at (?GFC) City Building in 
Gbarnga. The representatives said the NPRA chairman 
had traced the road for democracy in Liberia. They 
called on the citizens of Liberia to give their fullest 
support to the NPRA chairman for the leadership of the 
interim government. 


Liaison Officers From Warring Factions Meet 


ABOGO3Z095891 Paris AFP in Enelish 2019 GMT 
8 Mar 90 


[Text] Freetown, March 8 (AFP)}—Liaison officers of 
Liberia's three warring factions were holding their first 
meeting at the headquarters of the West African peace 
keeping force in Monrovia on Friday [8 March], Mon- 
rovia radio reported. The radio, monitored here, said a 
technical meeting of the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, of the Independent National Patriotic Front of 
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Liberia and of the Armed Forces of Liberia on 
Wednesday gave ihe “go ahead™ for friday’s meeting. 
which was also to approve “confidence visits” to all 
locations and buildings presently occupied by the war- 
ring forces. The radio called the visits, “I trust you and 
you trust me. [words indistinct] we can trust one 
another.” 


li said the laison officers would be accompanied on 
their mission, scheduled to start Monday, by journalists. 
U.S. diplomats, U.N. officials and Red Cross represen- 
latives, to “ensure that the three parties are adhering 
strictly to the Lome peace accord.” Leaders of the 
factions agreed in the Togolese capital last month to 
confine their troops with their weapons in 10 military 
camps. 


Meanwhile. informed sources said here friday that 
former Liberian Vice President Harry Moniba would 
lead a seven-man delegation to an all-Liberia conference 
in Monrovia which will start next Friday. Mr. Moniba. 
who created a sensation when he declared himself pres- 
ident of Liberia in January. 1s expected to leave here on 
Monday. the sources said. 


Political Party Leaders on Taylor's Ambitions 


181003191691 Monrovia Radio LLB 
in Enelish 0900 GMT 9 Mar 91 


[Text] Leaders of political parties in Liberia say attempts 
by the National Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL] to 
hyack the Liberian People’s peace process will not suc- 
ceed. In an ELBC panel discussion highlighting the 
March 15th national conference on Liberia, the political 
party leaders warned their partisans against being 
manipulated by the NPFL’s leadership whose intention. 
they say. 1s to install another dictatorship in Liberia. 


The political party leaders’ warning comes in the wake of 
reports that Mr. Charles Taylor ts setting up leadership 
with a different party ("to be sent) to Monrovia for the 
national conference on Liberia. Such a move, the polit- 
ical leaders observe, 1s unconstitutional under the elec- 
tion laws of Liberia. The headquarters of political par- 
ties, under the election laws of Liberia, should be based 
in Monrovia, the capital. 


The parties have meanwhile said they anticipate invita- 
tions from the ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] Standing Mediation Committee to 
the March 1Sth conference and have expressed their 
readiness to confirm the interim government of Dr. 
Amos Sawyer as agreed upon by them in the all-Liberia 
conference in Banjul last August 


AFL Soldiers Involved in Disarming Process 
181003181091 Monrovia Radio EL RBC 
in Enelish 0900 GMT 10 Mar 9/1 


[Text] Soldiers of the Armed Forces of Liberia [AFL] 
have been admonished to cooperate with the military 
authorities and ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
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West African States} Monitoring Group, ECOMOG., for 
the successful implementation of the confinement and 
disarming process. According to the commanding gen- 
eral of the AFL. Brigadier General Moses Wright. the 
process is aimed al providing security in the interest of 
Liberia and the protection of Liberians from constant 
harassment. 


The AFL commanding general was speaking recently al 
the Barclay Training Center during a visit to soldiers 
from various battalions. At the mecting. Gen. Wright 
told commanders to control their men for the (’success) 
of the all-Liberia national conference scheduled for 
March | 5th. 


Niger 


President Saibou Addresses \INSD Congress 


181203214591 Niamey Domestic Service 
in French 1200 GMT 12 Mar 91 


{ Text] The extraordinary congress of the Natronal Move- 
ment for Development Society [MNSD] opened this 
morning at the Niamey Congress Palace. Participating in 
this congress are some 653 delegates from MNSD 
organs, the Higher Council of National Orientation 
[CSON] sections, and national institutrons—the 
National Assembly and government, the National 
Council for Development, and affiliated associations, 
and the preparatory commission. Added to this number 
are 151 local and foreign invited guests. 


This congress, meeting under the banner of renewal and 
openness for four days, should come up with general 
principles to govern the MNSD in a multiparty political 
system. General Ali Saibou, speaking at the congress’ 
opening session, said the present congress should strive 
to change the MNSD into a political party. Let us now 
listen to the chairman of the MNSD. Gen. Ali Saibou: 


[Begin Saibou recording] Ladies and gentlemen of the 
congress, honorable invited guests, there are events in 
the history of a people whose significance and scope can 
only be measured by the extent of the sacrifices, the 
obstacles overcome, and experiences accumulated. The 
MNSD extraordinary congress 1s one such event because 
it characterizes the courage and sense of responsiblity of 
the MNSD political leadership and its activists who 
chose the path of a multiparty democracy for our people. 


The present congress should strive to change the MNSD 
into a politycal party, which implies adopting a new 
Statute for our organization. This statute should respond 
to the demands for change to consolidate the free exer- 
crise of the night of opinion and social quictude. Over the 
nearly two years that the MNSD has existed, our young 
movement has been able to cope in dignity and serenity 
with the various challenges connected with the demo- 
cratic reforms that have marked the entire African 
Continent and the rest of the world 
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Dear congress participants, each meeting of activists of a 
political organization should be an occasion to discuss 
activities embarked upon together and to jointly outline 
new perspectives for the type of society they propose to 
build for themselves and for future generations. As | 
have said, it 1s now almost two years since our constit- 
uent congress that saw the birth of the MNSD. Here we 
are again meeting under the banner of renewal and 
openness. As delegates. you have the grave responsibility 
of outlining the general principles that should henceforth 
govern our political organization in 4 multiparty system. 
You will have to dwell on all aspects of our political. 
economic, and sociocultural activities. 


Without dwelling to00 much on the results of the MNSD's 
political performance, a performance which, inciden- 
tally, we have raised elsewhere and recorded in; report, 
I would simply like to recall that since May 1¥89, the 
MNSD has been able to establish institutions of the 
Second Republic and democratize national life. lt should 
also be recalled here that at the initiative of our move- 
ment, a constitution was proposed, drawn up, and 
adopted, and legislative and presidential elections have 
also been organized. In other words, the rule of law and 
democratic freedoms has been restored. Thus, within a 
few months of existence, Our movement has accom- 
plished remarkable prowess by conducting considerable 
political changes in our country while respecting the 
democratic rules, without resorting to repressive and 
anti-democratic practices that have characterized such 
reforms elsewhere. | would like to take this opportunity 
to pay tribute to all MNSD activists whose aspiration to 
peace, democracy, political stability, and progress con- 
tinue to be regularly respected during this process, which 
today has led to the MNSD’'s transformation into a 
political party. 


Ladies and gentlemen of the congress. the MNSD's 
conversion into a political party calls for fundamental 
reforms, which the Higher Council of National Orienta- 
tion has initiated. Therein resides the importance of the 
present session. Under the banner of renewal and open- 
ness, Our extraordinary congress intends to have a strong 
leadership representative of MNSD activists at all levels, 
of all classes and ages, from rural areas and from urban 
centers in order to guarantee attention to some of the 
preoccupations of all. Our movement rejects all forms of 
class distinction. It has the traditions of openness inher- 
ited from the Development Socicty. This option of 
openness easily explains why the MNSD professes to be 
a party of the masses, because it brings together people 
from all the socio-professional strata of our country and 
thereby reflects the national diversity in all its splendor. 


Concerning the democratic renewal | spoke about a 
while ago, its goal 1s to not only realistically pursue the 
objectives of the Development Society, which has man 
as its final goal, but also to continue consolidating the 
democratic principles that have hitherto guided our 
actions. During the elections in our movement's organs, 
we all noted the enthusiasm with which activists mobi- 
lized for the democratic elections organized in some 
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places. This unprecedented mobilization ts more 
revealing of the relevance of the type of society we have 
chosen to build, because 1 1s surely one thal guarantees 
real and lasting progress. To succeed in our renewal and 
openness policy. cach activists, from the grassroots to the 
top. should adapt to the changing era and contribute to 
the consolidation of the democratic game within the 


party. 


During this congress, the agenda will first of all be to 
consolidate our task of being a mass party. our altach- 
ment to the ideals of the Development Society as 
entrenched in the drafi statute. the rules of procedure. 
and the program of action. Then there will also be the 
question of giving our political organization a leadership 
that reflects the expectations of activists through demo- 
cratic election of members of party organs at the central 
level—the Central Commitice and Political Bureau. 
Indeed, a party is certainly a mecting of men who share 
the same political doctrine, but in my Opinion, the most 
decisive thing in our context remains the quality of men 
entrusted with the task of organizing the party and the 
goal to which they assign it. That is why the election of 
leaders to head our political organization should take 
into account the intrinsic values of the men and women 
who will be chosen. 


Therefore, | would like to draw your attention to the 
need to cultivate the sense of solidarity and cohesion, the 
only guarantee of the success of our future struggle. We 
must henceforth consider the new context of Niger's 
multiparty sysiem, which in the coming years will not 
exclude a keener competition. Consequently, cohesion, 
unity, and solidarity should be our permanent code of 
conduct. To achieve this. we must observe the sacred 
principles of discipline and mgor, which oblige cach 
activist to adhere to the party's code of conduct and 
respect the party's statutes and rules of procedures. 


Ladies and gentlemen of the congress, the two years of 
the MNSD’s existence are, of course, inadequate to allow 
for an assessment of the economic actions imitiated 
under our movement's program of action. However, we 
shall note that the economic strategy implemented by the 
MNSD helped to limit the adverse effects of the national 
socioeconomic situation in spite of the gravity of the 
international economic and financial crisis that has hit 
developing countries. Compounding this situation are 
the deficit recorded in the 1989-90 agricultural season 
duc to bad weather. All these situations pul severe 
constraints on the implementation of our movement's 
program of action. But in spite of the socioeconomic 
reality of our country, characterized by external depen- 
dence, sociological constraints, and natural adversities, 
we reaffirm our movement's ambition to build an inde- 
pendent and prosperous national economy. 


lt 1s therefore important that cach activist fully assume 
his responsibility in this struggle for prosperity. Today, 
more than in the past, we must be able to mobilize all our 
forces in order to be masters of our destiny. Henceforth, 
for the struggle to accomplish the type of society we have 
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chosen, there should be no respite, no turning back. 
whatever the present and future difficulties. It is for us, 
therefore. to redouble our efforts and vigilance to fight 
relentlessly against any sabotage attempts in any form 
and for the triumph of the ideals of the Development 
Society. [applause] 


Ladies and gentiemen of the congress, al a time when the 
world is shaken by political, economic, and social crises 
which have put the issue of democracy on every agenda, 
we reaffirm the MNSD’s devotion to the fight for safe- 
guarding human rights in Niger. [applause] Our political 
movement will fight in favor of these rights in the rest of 
the world and work for peace and the establishent of a 
new order in international relations. 


To those who have so kindly honored our invitation, we 
express Our gratitude for their presence in our midst. 
Their presence expresses the friendship and support they 
give to our young political organization. Our movement 
1S grateful to them. 


Ladies and gentlemen, the importance of the points on 
the agenda of our congress makes it incumbent on us to 
be particularly careful and to reflect deeply. for upon our 
political foresightedness will depend the extent and 
relevance of the reforms that emerge here. Wishing full 
success to our deliberations, | declare the extraordinary 
congress of the National Movement for the Develop- 
ment Society open. Long live the MNSD! Long live 
Niger! [applause] [end recording] 


Outgoing DPRK Envoy Calls on Ali Saibou 


AB 1003220091 Niamey Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 7 Mar 91 


[Excerpt] This afternoon General Ali Saibou, president 
of the Republic, received the DPRK ambassador and a 
Canadian delegation led by the vice president for Fran- 
cophone Africa of the Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency. The Korean ambassador, Mr. Kim Tang- 
su, who 1s leaving our country for good, went to bid 
farewell to the president, but before being received he 
was at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs where he was 
made a commander of the National Order of Niger. 
[passage omitied] 


3 Political Groups Receive Provisional Recognition 
AB1203171091 Dakar PANA in French 1847 GMT 
1] Mar 91 


{Text} Niamey, 11 Mar (ANP/PANA)}—Three new polit- 
ical organizations have just received provisional recog- 
nition from the appropriate departments at the Niger 
Ministry of the Interior, informed sources in Niamey 
disclosed today. The three new parties are: Dr. Abdou 
Sanda’s Popular Movement for Democracy in Niger 
(MPDN), Mr. Diallo Sabo’s Popular Front for National 
Liberation (FPLN), and Mr. Alka Almou's Republican 
Party for Freedoms and Progress in Niger (PRLPN). 
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These parties bring to 15 the total number of provision- 
ally recognized parties as of 7 March this year. 


Donors Write Off 99 Percent of Public Debts 


41B1303100691 Paris AFP in French 1508 GMT 
12 Mar 91 


{Text} Niamey. |2 Mar (AFP)}—Niger’s debt to foreign 
banking institutions was reduced by 99 percent al a 
mecting of the World Bank and creditors on Friday, 8 
March in Paris, the NIGER NEWS AGENCY reported 
today. The donors agreed to write off $107 million from 
a debt of $108,483,000 as Niger had reimbursed 18 
percent of the principal in previous years. The operation 
will enable the country to save 8.2 billion CFA francs 
this year and 7.1! billion CFA francs next year [words 
indistinct] specified. 


Niger is the first beneficiary of a new type of funding 
operation financed through a $20-million subsidy from 
the World Bank, France, and Switzerland. The external 
bank [word indistinct] represented 9 percent of Niger's 
public foreign de’t estimated at $1.1 billion. 


Nigeria 


Johnson Holds Talks With Babangida, Departs 


AB1I203164591 Paris AFP in French 2008 GMT 
11 Mar 9l1 


[Text] Lagos. 11 Mar (AFP)}—Liberian rebel leader 
Prince Johnson met Nigerian President Ibrahim 
Babangida for the second time today in Lagos to discuss 
peace in Liberia, according to reliable sources. The 
leader of the Independent National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia (INPFL) had already met General Babangida last 
Thursday [8 March] in Abuja during a “peace mission.” 
Prince Johnson left Lagos this afternoon for Freetown. 


A conference of the leaders of the three armed groups in 
Liberia—the INPFL, the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia (NPFL) of Charles Taylor, and the Armed Forces 
of Liberia (AFL)}—is expected to be held on Friday. 15 
March, in Monrovia in the presence of political parties, 
religious groups, and the different “interest groups” 
(commerce, trade unions, et cetera) to decide notably on 
the appointment of a new provisional government. 
Charles Taylor is asking for the Presidency, although the 
presidents of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) decided that it should not be given to 
a faction leader. 


Babangida Calls for Regional Interpol Cooperation 
181203182891 Dakar PANA in English 1715 GMT 


12 Mar 91 
{Quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Abuja (Nigeria), 12 March (NAN/ 
PANA)—Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangida has 


FBIS-AFR-91-049 
13 March 1991 


called on the African region to jointly plug all available 
holes which law breakers use in perpetrating evil. 


In a message to the three-day African regional confer- 
ence of the International Criminal Police Organisation 
{Interpol) which opened in Abuja, central Nigeria, 
Monday, the president urged countries in the region to 
enter into bilateral agreement in respect of security, 
peace and stability. 


Babangida, who was represenied by the minister of 
defe..ce and chief of defence staff, Gen. Sani Abacha. 
said that there was need for African countries to ensure 
cooperatior and coordination in international crime 
matters, adding that they should identify the flaws in 
inter-African crime policing. He urged the conference to 
address regional factors that are intrinsically responsible 
for the involvement of Africans and the African Conti- 
nent in international crimes”. 


In his address. the inspector-general of the Nigerian 
police, Aliyu Attah, said the peculiar nature of drug 
trafficking. international fraud, currency trafficking, vio- 
lent crimes, car snatching and other economic crimes. 
had forced all nations to think seriously about the 
Strategies for combatting them. He thanked Nigeria’s 
neighbours for the cooperation in investigating and 
detecting vehicles stolen from Nigeria. 


In his address. Interpol’s president. Ivan Borbor. com- 
mended African states for taking increasing interest in 
the organisation's services”. 


Borbor said that crime in Africa had developed at an 
alarming rate in recent years, noting that the dangerous 
escalation of drug trafficking should be confronted 
before it was too late. He praised Nigeria, Gabon and 
Cote d'Ivoire [ivery Coast], for making their drug law 
enforcement agencies more effective and congratulated 
member-states of the 154-nation Interpol. who have 
been paying their contributions”. 


High on the agenda of the conference, the 11th in the 
series, are the issues of drug trafficking and offences 
against minors. 


Babangida Receives Cape Verde Official 


181103180491 Dakar PANA in Enelish 1732 GMT 
1] Mar 91 


[Text] Lagos, 1! March (NAN/PANA}—Nigerian Presi- 
dent Ibrahim Babangida Monday in Lagos renewed his 
country’s willingness to cooperate with the new leaders 
of Cape Verde. Babangida made the assurance when he 
received Cape Verde's Chief of Defence Staff Antonio 
Marino Dias who delivered to him a message from 
outgoing President Aristides Pereira. 


He said that under Pereira a strong relation had existed 
between the two states. Both states are linked by bilateral 
agreements and by membership to the 16-member Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States. Earlier, Dias 
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said Pereira would on 21 March hand over power to 
Antonio Mascarenhas Monteiro who won presidential 
elections mid-February. 


Minister on Civilian Rule, Press Freedom 


AB1203095891 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 11 Mar 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Nigeria is now well into its schedule for returning 
to civilian rule, but 1 seems there are still doubts among 
the population over whether President Babangida 1s 100 
percent committed to handing over power and going 
back to the barracks. His reputation as a political Mara- 
dona has given rise to suggestions that he may have a 
trick up his sleeves. so when my colleague Veronique 
Edwards met Nigeria's Information Minister Alex Akin- 
leye here in London, she asked him if the military really 
was going to hand over power. 


[Begin recording] [Akinleye] | thank you very much for 
that question. The president and commander in chief of 
the Armed Forces. General Ibrahim Babangida, has a 
preoccupation, and that 1s. to take every step to do 
everything to ensure that after him, there will be no 
military intervention in the political experience of 
Nigeria. 

[Edwards] But this is what all the other predecessors had 
said. 


[Akinleye] They said so, they did not take any steps. Let 
me tell you some of the steps which President Babangida 
has taken. Number one: he has pruned down the Armed 
Forces in such a way that has never been done before. In 
fact, many of us in Nigeria are surprised that he got away 
with it. We are surprised that he got such a courage to 
prune the Army. the Air Force, the Navy. to the very 
barest minimum. 


{Edwards} What did he do” 


{Akinleye] He retired most of them. That 1s what I mean 
by pruning down the Armed Forces. 


{Edwards} But that 1s forced retirement, 1s t not? 


[Akinleye] No. That 1s another question. | am telling you 
the steps which he has taken to guarantee a nonreturn of 
the military into the politics of Nigeria. Pruning down 
the Armed Forces is number one. Number two: He has 
established a body called the National Guard. The 
responsibility of the National Guard ts to imtervene 
when there is any ambitious colonel or major trying to 
take over the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria. li is like an antidote. It is a very fantastic 
experience; and not only that: he has so equipped them 
and so indoctrinated them that what is important to 
them, what they live for. is the prevention of any kind of 
attack on the liberties and freedom of the Nigerian 
people and Constitution. That 1s another step he has 
taken. More than that, he has used his experience in the 


‘ 
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Armed Forces and in every coup that has ever taken 
place in Nigeria to take some other steps—which it may 
not be discreet for me to tell you on this kind of 
media—to ensure that after him there will never be a 
military intervention in Nigeria, and if anybody is so 
Stupid to attempt it, he will surely fail. So we hope, so we 
think, and so we pray. 


[Edwards] But what stops the National Guards from 
being ambitious? 


{Akinleye] Thank you very much. There are some kind of 
checks and balances that will ensure they will never grow 
up to show any kind of ambition. Such checks and 
balances are in the interest of the national security of 
Nigeria, which I will not divulge to you here, (?not that) 
I know all the checks and balances. 


[Edwards] They have to be secret else, people will utilize 
them. 


{[Akinleye] (?That is true), my dear. 


[Edwards] Now, let us go back to the daily activities of 
the media in Nigeria. The government has allowed 
private press to flourish so why not allow private radio 
stations? 


[Akinyele] Thank you very much. I think in the Third 
World, the Nigerian press is the freest; and even in the 
contemporary world, talking in terms of the Western 
World, the Nigerian press is equally very free, and I want 
you to appreciate that. There is nowhere in the world 
where the press is absolutely free; there is nowhere in the 
world; some kind of checks and balances here and there 
by way of libel, the law against libel, the law against 
scandal, and all the rest of it. So, | want to say that the 
Nigerian Government is extremely very liberal toward 
the media practice in Nigeria. 


There are, up to date, about 37 daily newspapers in 
Nigeria and by now, |7 news magazines. Of all these, the 
Federal Government of Nigeria owns only one news- 
paper absolutely, and in the other one it has just 40 
percent share holding, which means that the practice of 
journalism in Nigeria is absolutely free. The government 
iS very magnanimous, and there is no country in Africa 
thai can boast of owning 10 percent of the total newspa- 
pers and news magazines which we have in Nigeria. 
Now, I want to ask you: do you not think we have enough 
{word indistinct] by way of television and radio? 


[Edwards] Yes, but what stops you from having a private 
one? 


[Akinyele] Now. let me tell you what stops us. What 
Stops us 1s that these are media that are extremely very 
dangerous when they go into the hands of unscrupulous 
people. | hope you understand me. One nasty announce- 
ment 1s enough to put the whole country into a situation, 
or a situation of chaos and misunderstanding, and 
thinking in terms of our experiences of coups and 
countercoups and the fact that there are so many gen- 
erals now retired who are multimillionaires, we do not 
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want to unwillingly give such a very powerful media to 
anybody wiinout extreme caution. [end recording] 


Public Urged To Report on Banned Politicians 


AB1203145291 Lagos Domestic Service 
in English 0600 GMT 12 Mar 91 


[Text] Nigerians have been asked to report clandestine 
activities of banned politicians promptly to the appro- 
priate authorities for necessary action. The chairman of 
the National Electoral Commission [NEC], Prof. Hum- 
phrey Nwosu, made the call in Lagos. He stressed that 
while it was the duty of the police and other law 
enforcement agents to arrest and prosecute any discred- 
ited politician who was attempting to violate the provi- 
sions of the transition to civil rule program, it was also 
the responsibility of the people to report the activities of 
such politicians. 


Professor Nwosu further emphasized the need for the 
media to highlight and monitor activities and illegal 
meetings by banned politicians. The chairman explained 
that NEC had no means to arrest banned politicians but 
was empowered to monitor, supervise, and guide the 
operations of the two political parties. 


Nigeria Airways To Resume Gulf Flights 


ABI103131891 Paris AFP in English 1209 GMT 
11] Mar 91 


[Text] Lagos, March 11 (AFP}—Nigeria Airways, the 
nation’s national airline, will resume flights to the Gulf 
region this week after a two-month suspension during 
the Gulf crisis, the spokesman of the airline said here 
Monday. 


The 32-year-old airline, the biggest in Africa, would on 
Thursday resume its twice-weekly flight operations to 
Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, whose indefinite suspension was 
decided by the airline’s management last January | 3, 
Chris Aligbe stated. 


Saudi Arabia is Nigeria Airways’ only service point in 
the Gulf region. 


*Task Force Opposes Total Air Fare Deregulation 


9) AF0740A Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
28 Jan 91 p 32 


[Article by Biodun Awani: “Don't Deregulate Air 
Fares—PTF”] 


[Text] The Presidential Task Force (PTF) on Nigeria 
Airways ended its two-year tenure last Friday stoutly 
opposing the proposed deregulation of air fares on the 
international routes. 


In the final report submitted to the Federal Government. 
the seven-man committee headed by Air Vice Marshal 
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Abdullahi Bello (rid) argued that the move would only 
serve the interest of the financially stronger and more 
efficient airlines. 


The task force expressed fear that “deregulation of 
international operations at this stage of development of 
the Nigerian aviation industry will squeeze the national 
carrier and other Nigerian operators out of business.” 


It therefore advised the government to restrict deregula- 
tion of air forces to domestic operations only. 


The PTF, among other things recommended that the 
Federal Government should ease the bureaucracy 
involved in the purchase of hard currency as well as 
increase the foreign exchange budget of the Nigeria 
Airways to enable it to meet its international obligations. 


It further called for the establishment of an Aero Mer- 
chant Bank, pointing out that the airline's investment in 
such a bank would be a useful asset when sourcing 
finance for its future development. 


It was the thinking of the PTF that the Nigeria Airways. 
in line with trends in modern aviation should invest in 
property, travel-related and finance industries to 
improve its non-transport revenue. 


The thorny issue of Nigeria Airways expulsion from the 
International Air Travel Association (IATA) clearing 
house for indebtedness re-echoed in the report, and the 
PTF advocated that every effort should be made to get 
the national carrier re-admitied into the world body. 


Said the report: “The re-admission of the airline into 
IATA clearing house will restore the airline's esteem and 
improve iis credit rating among the international and 
financial community.” 


The PTF, whose appointment was for an initial tenure of 
one year, had its mandate extended for another year to 
enable it to fully prepare the airline for privatisation. 


*CLO Receives International Liberty Award 


9/AF0729B Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 
24 Jan 91 ps 


[Text] Nigerian human rights organization, the Civil 
Liberties Organization (CLO) has been awarded the first 
international Roger Baldwin medal of liberty [from] the 
U.S.-based lawyers commitice for human rights, a state- 
ment received in London on Monday said. 


The award which goes with a cash grant of 15,000 dollars 
(about N [nairas] 135,000) to the CLO “to promote its 
on going work in Nigeria”, won the backing of an 
independent screening commitice out of the 50 nomi- 
nees by human rights organizations worldwide. 


CLO President, Olisa Agbakoba is expecied to receive 
the award on behalf of the organization at a reception in 
New York on January 28. 
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The committee cited the CLO for its work in exposing 
human rights violations in Nigeria and in bringing 
pressure to bear on the government to improve human 
rights conditions including the closure of the Ita Oko 
Detention Centre and the improvement of prison condi- 
tions. 


“The civil liberties organization is an independent and 
aggressive voice for justice and human rights in Nigeria”. 


“We are privileged to present the Roger Baldwin Award 
to this energetic and essential human rights organization 
which is also one of the few independent human rights 
monitoring and advocacy organizations thal exists in 
sub-Saharan Africa’, said Michael Posner, Executive 
Director of the lawyers committee for human rights. 


Established in 1989 by Mr and Mrs Fredrick K. Daniel 
lo recognize Outstanding commitments by individuals 
and organizations to the causes of civil liberties and 
human rights, the award was named after late Roger 
Baldwin, founder of the American Civil Liberties and 
Human Rights Move.:ent. 


Last year, the award was presented to Anne Braee, a civil 
rights activist from Kentucky, U.S. The awarding orga- 
nization, the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights, 
was founded to promote international human rights and 
legal procedures in the U.S. and abroad. 


Besides investigating and reporting on human rights 
abuses worldwide, its refugee project plays a leading role 
in advocating fairness and non-discrimination for those 
seeking asylum in the U.S. and abroad. 


Senegal 


Diouf Meets NPFL’s Taylor, U.S. Official 


AB1I003102991 Dakar Domestic Service 
in French 2000 GMT 8 Mar 91 


[Text] Charles Taylor, the leader of the National Patri- 
otic Front of Liberia [NPFL], was today received by the 
president of the Republic. Here is what he told our 
reporter afier the meeting. 


[Begin recording] [Taylor in English fading into French 
translation] This is just a friendly call on our big brother 
in this region. President Diouf worked a lot for a final 
and total peace in Liberia. We came here to share some 
views with him before the all-Liberian conference on 15 
March and, in the typical African tradition, seek advise 
from him. 


[Reporter] On the second question concerning Senegal’s 
reaction to the possible sending of troops to reinforce the 
Economic Community of West African States 
[ECOWAS] Cease-Fire Monitoring Group [ECOMOG] 
troops, Mr. Taylor said he would rather not answer that 
question until a final decision is made. 
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The third question he was asked was what the meeting 
helped achieve? He said he was now reassured that the 
big brothers of West Africa have a better understanding 
of the facis, because the Liberians are the ones experi- 
encing them on the field. The fact that they listened to 
him has enabled them to readjust their views. He thinks 
that we are getting closer to 15 March with much more 
chances of successs and renewed hope. 


On who would be interim president—because reporters 
alluded to a statement by the Gambian foreign minister 
who said that only the ECOWAS peace plan will prevail 
in this case—he said that if he understood the views of 
the West African heads of state well, their intention was 
never to dictate conditions to Liberia. He said that each 
has to be given the occasion to express his views. Thus, 
he does not think that the view of this minister can 
prevail. 


Finally, on the last question concerning his meeting with 
the U.S. deputy assistant secretary for African affairs 
and the objective of that meeting, he said that it was to 
exchange views. The U.S. Government has its own views 
as does the Patriotic Front. The United States is a 
longstanding friend and an ally of Liberia. He hopes that 
they will respect the decisions that will be made at the 15 
March national conference. He also thinks that the 
meeting contributed a lot to the peace process. [end 
recording]. 


After Charles Taylor's meeting with the president of the 
Republic, here is Leonard Robinson’s version. He is the 
deputy assistant secretary of state in charge of West 
African affairs. Let us listen to him. 


{Begin Robinson recording in English fading into French 
translation] I had the opportunity and the honor to meet 
President Diouf to discuss my meeting with Charles 
Taylor of the Patriotic Front of Liberia. | briefed the 
president on the main objective of the meeting and 
outlined U.S. foreign policy as far as the Liberian con- 
flict was concerned. | told him that we supported the 
ECOWAS peace plan aimed at putting an end to the 
conflict. We also support the idea of the 15 March 
all-Liberian conference to organize loyal, fair, and open 
elections which would encourage the democratic process 
in the country. 


I also told the president that the United States appreci- 
ated the support of the Senegalese Government and 
people first to Operation Desert Shield and then Opera- 
tion Desert Storm. I thanked him for Senegal sending 
troops to the Gulf and expressed regret for the eight 
soldiers who were wounded. I am now happy to note that 
they have all recovered from their wounds and returned 
home. 


As a final word, let me add that both the president and | 
expressed confidence in the bilateral relationship 
between the United States and Senegal and we are 
determined to continue in this direction. [end recording] 
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*Violence, Tension Mount With School Budget Cuts 


YJ/AF0683A Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
18-24 Jan 91 p 7 


[Article by Abdourahmane Camara: “School Strike: 
Daggers Drawn” 


[Text] Discord between strikers and nonstrikers is radi- 
calizing the student movement, against a backdrop of 
violence.... 


People were asking just what happened on 8 January at 
the Education Ministry to prompt Dyibo Ka to walk out 
of the meeting he had been holding with members of the 
Regional Coordinating Body of Dakar Students (CRED) 
and several trade unions. The minister has now given 
some idea of what happened that day at 1530, in a 14 
January letter to CRED. “It was impossible to continue 
the meeting,” he wrote, “due to the poisoning of the 
ambience by the regrettable behavior, to which all the 
other parties in the meeting can attest, of some of your 
comrades who claimed they were ‘armed with cheap 
pistols and knives.” 


Testimony from trade unionists present at the meeting at 
all events corroborates the serious accusations contained 
in Djibo Ka’s letter. It reveals as unfounded the version 
advanced by students, according to which the incidents 
that broke out later the same day in the halls of the 
minisiry were premeditated. Above all, it reflecis the 
prevailing violence of the academic atmosphere, in 
which students are wielding grenades, pistols, knives, 
and clubs. The terror now beginning to make itself felt in 
some Dakar high schools can only be explained by the 
introduction of these dangerous weapons into schools 
where tensions are already high. Battles between strikers 
and nonstrikers at Delafosse, Blaise Diagne, etc., are due 
to this pernicious climate, in which not everyone is free 
to voice his opinion. 


This climate of violence and intolerance will continue to 
worsen until the crisis is resolved. Djibo Ka’s latest 
proposals, contained 14 January letter, do not seem 
likely to contribute to the reestablishment of social 
tranquility in the schoolhouse. It would seem impossible 
to rescue education from its destitute condition without 
rescinding the cutbacks to the secondary school budget. 
But the Education Ministry indicates it needs time to 
restore the Blaise Diagne high school’s former 21.4- 
million-franc budget; the budget with which it was 
supposed to content itself in the current school year is 
8.560 million. And how is the headmaster of Limamou- 
laye high school supposed to make do in ihe meantime 
with his 16.320-million-franc allotment, when by his 
account even the 40.800 million francs he was allocated 
for 1989-90 was insufficient? 


It goes without saying that rehabilitation of the dilapi- 
dated high schools cannot wait indefinitely, and that a 
deadline needs to be set right now, because the students 
refuse to be satisfied with verbal commitments. But even 
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with regard to “short-term measures” (as Djibo Ka calls 
them), the department’s proposals leave much to be 
desired. While students demand manuals and textbooks 
germane to their courses, the minister talks of an exhaus- 
tive evaluation of the needs of each school and academic 
discipline. The needs are in fact already well-known, 
since they were ascertained by inspections of the schools 
at the end of last year and detailed in the headmasters’ 
reports. However that may be, instead of getting the 
books they have requested, Dakar’s high schools will get 
40,000 notebooks, pens, chemical products, first-aid 
kits, stools, benchtables, and...balloons. But the ministry 
has promised to put 40 million francs in the budget for 
the purchase of manuals. 


Other CRED demands are meeting the same fate. In 
response to the demand for laboratory and workshop 
equipment, the ministry promises to repair reported 
equipment breakdowns and to provide the high schools 
with some scientific briefcases and some shirts for stu- 
dents in the technical curriculum. There is a problem 
with spare parts, but there are also safety problems 
affecting students and teachers. It is true, however, that 
efforts have been made with regard to equipping the 
infirmaries at all the high schools, extending scholar- 
ships, and dealing with admissions standards for the 
technical certification program and the orientation of 
the Fi and G2 instructional programs. Will all these 
promises be kept? Djibo Ka swears it. 


*Merchants Reject Tax as Costly, Cumbersome 


914AF06814A Dakar WAL FADJIRI in French 
18-24 Jan 91 p 6 


{Article by Ousseynou Gueye: “Tax on Added Value; 
Businessmen Reject It} 


[Text] Hardly had the value-added tax [VAT] entered 
into effect when it met with strong opposition. Busi- 
nessmen consider it complicated and expensive, and 
they refuse to apply it. 


Businessmen are saying no to the VAT. At a meeting 
with the director ot taxes who brought them together on 
11 January at the Dakar Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, they formally refused to apply the VAT system, 
which entered into effect on | January. Many of the 
businessmen who came did not have enough patience to 
hear the director of taxes to the end of his remarks. He 
had hardly finished the first part of his speech when they 
stood up as a body and left, saying that the new regula- 
tion was “too complicated and very expensive.” 


Why should the businessmen reject the idea of a value- 
added tax? According to the president of the Senegalese 
National Union of Businessmen and Industrialists 
(UNACOIS), “The businessmen have expressed opposi- 
tion to this law because they think that they cannot apply 
it correctly, since nearly 80 percent of them do not even 
know how to keep a journal of accounts.”’ Now from the 
moment that they become collectors of the tax they will 
be required to maintain and report a record of their total 
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collections in a journal of accounts kept up to date and 
setting out the details of their accounts on their activi- 
ties. According to Serigne Ndong, a businessman, they 
would have “to hire an accountant who would have the 
sole duty of handling VAT matters. This is beyond the 
limited benefits that we receive.” 


The businessmen explain that in addition, since the cut 
off of bank loans, they are forced to rely on their 
suppliers to provide the merchandise that they buy on 
credit. Hence it will be impossible for them to pay the 
VAT each month, because they do not collect what is 
owed to them immediately. At the UNACOIS it is also 
stated that they do not understand why the VAT is 
calculated on the basis of the retail sales price, since 
taxes are usually collected on merchandise when it ts 
imported into the country. 


However, the fact remains that it is the consumers who 
will be the major losers in connection with the VAT. 
This is because businessmen can always recover the 
amount of the value-added tax by passing it on in higher 
prices. Nevertheless, this prospect is not very attractive 
to them. They are afraid that, in this case, they will lose 
customers. Above all, they are afraid that the informal 
{black-market} sector, which will be able to slip through 
the meshes of the tax system, will benefit by making 
enormous profits, while attracting all of their customers. 
Business agents are already well acquainted with this 
situation. Therefore, to avoid all of those problems, 
businessmen are demanding the cancellation, pure and 
simple, of the VAT. This is all the more their view since 
they were already complaining about high customs 
duties and high taxes. They regard these as so many 
constraints that are choking them. 


For the moment their complaints have not yet been 
received with much sympathy by the minister of finance. 
He met with UNACOIS representatives on 4 January 
but did not give them a sympathetic hearing. Since then 
the businessmen have tried to renew a dialogue with 
him. However, so far they have had no success. Moussa 
Toure has turned a deaf ear toward them. Despite this 
situation the president of UNACOIS ... sull ready to 
open a dialogue. His association has not given any advice 
to the businessmen, “who can freely decide for them- 
selves how to deal with this matter.” Some of the 
businessmen are determined to carry their opposition to 
the VAT to the end and have asked that businessmen 
close their stores until their demands are met. 


There remains the government's behavior in this matter. 
Will it apply the penalties provided for in case of refusal 
to pay the VAT? That is the whole question, unless the 
dialogue ends with the government's winning. In that 
case, it will be on the backs of the consumers. 
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*Economic Recovery Failure Despite Aid Probed 


*Crisis Persists 
414506744 Dakar SOPI in French 28 Dec 90 pp 4, 8 


{Article by Thierry Perret: “Flat Broke”: first paragraph 
is SOPI introduction] 


[Text] For years the IMF and World Bank’s model 
student, Senegal, cannot get past the adjustment stage. 
So much so that experts wonder what new remedy could 
get the country out of the crisis. 


On 10 November, when Moussa Toure, the Senegalese 
minister of economy and finance, resolved to discuss 
Senegal’s financial situation in front of the cameras, he 
did so in sepulchral tones. It is true that President Abdou 
Diouf had given very firm instructions on the need for 
the government to “communicate,” even—we assume— 
when things go wrong... But, above all. one could feel the 
taxpayers’ ire increasing following the decision to “tax” 
the income tax, the IRPP [the personal income tax]. a 
veritable thunderbolt in a social climate that had been 
rather calm since the start of the new parliamentary year. 


Yet, the additional tax on the IRPP—amounting to 
about 5 percent of a wage-earner’s income—is only the 
tip of the iceberg. Actually, since August, a veritable 
avalanche of financial restrictions has fallen upon Sene- 
gal: 40-percent reduction in state operating expendi- 
tures; abolition of the export premium, drastic cuts in 
the road and housing funds (the housing fund was 
abolished). As far as taxes are concerned, the State has 
increased the fees on passports and some other docu- 
ments, imposed an airport tax, an additional 3-percent 
customs tax on all imports, plus a few selective tax 
increases... A battery of measures that has angered 
unions and businessmen alike, as they are equally con- 
cerned about any purchasing power reduction. 


All this since August, precisely when the Gulf crisis 
Started. It makes sense to blame it on the oil crisis: as 
Moussa Toure pointed out, the State’s oil bill increases 
by 1.4 billion [CFA—African Financial Community] 
francs for each $1 increase in the price of a barrel of oil. 
But the price at which Senegal is selling energy to 
consumers 1s already very high. and any additional 
increase would obviously be hard to justify considering 
that the oil situation is still far from dramatic. 


The Oil Crisis Does Not Explain Everything 


However, the impact of the oil crisis remains marginal, 
even though it could provide a convenient explanation if 
one was needed. The problem is elsewhere. in the intan- 
gible sphere of the State's accounts, which in recent 
months have recorded Senegal’s poor performance. 
Senegal, not so long ago the “model student” of interna- 
tional financial institutions, is now being lectured like 
any other underachiever... 


Foreign experts sigh when they have to mention the 
current situation of the African country that probably 
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benefited the most from international aid. “Close to $0.5 
billion per year for 25 years,” a diplomat stated. But the 
general impression ts that Senegal’s progress in structural 
adjustment, a therapy it has been undergoing for 10 
years, are “problematic.” “Senegal is in its third year of 
reinforced structural adjustment facilities, and i cannot 
manage to achieve its objectives.” a French expert 
pointed out, noting that this is an “unprecedented” 
situation and wondering what additional changes could 
be made in the adjustment process now that all known 
methods seem to have been exhausted. 


The IMF, which is known to be unsentimental, drew its 
conclusions in spring: the Senegalese State was supposed 
lo increase its revenues, but it was 20 billion short of the 
scheduled amount, since objectives were not achieved, 
the IMF informed the international community that 
Senegal was in default. A fearsome announcement that 
amounts to a suspension of all foreign aid pending a new 
agreement with the IMF. The latter then set up a 
“shadow program,” a sort of make-up test, an excep- 
tional and stringent procedure that will be assessed at the 
end of the year. This is a prerequisite to any new 
agreement with the IMF. Meanwhile. lenders, including 
the World Bank, are unlikely to open their purses. 


Experts from the BM, as the World Bank is informally 
called, sometimes disagree with their IMF counterparts 
on the importance that should be given to financial rigor 
proper. But in this case. the World Bank also let the 
Senegalese know its displeasure. Most observers inter- 
preted the World Bank president's, Barber Conable, visit 
to Dakar as a sign that relations were improving. Appar- 
ently, that was not the case, despite the politeness that 
marked public exchanges between officials. In technical 
negotiations, the people from New York spoke very 
firmly. And the Senegalese were invited to be more 
rigorous in implementing the programs that they had 
worked out themselves. 


The World Bank had several complaints. Obviously, it 
deplored increased deficits at a time when growth ts 
Stagnating. But it also deplored the slow implementation 
of structural reform programs: in agriculture, the PASA 
(sectorial adjustment plan) is marking time, especially 
with respect to channel deregulation. The same is true of 
the restructuring of public and semipublic businesses at 
a time when it is rumored that some businesses Ought to 
be added to the list of entities to be privatized: for 
instance, the national water and power companies, 
SONEES [Senegalese National Water and Electricity 
Company] and SONELEC [expansion not given]. We 
also know that the French company Bouygues, in order 
to [text missing]. “the CNS [expansion not given] pro- 
moters have still not managed to hold a board meeting. 
They have no portfolio, no technical partner, no com- 
puters. If the bank is created, it won't be long before 
someone embezzles it... That 1s not viable.” 


For all these reasons, World Bank operators chose to 
wait and sec. Despite France's efforts to inflect their 
position, they refused to take into account the success of 
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the “voluntary departure” of government employees. 
Nearly 3,000 were expected to leave at the end of 1990. 
There would be already 4.000 candidates, not counting 
over 1.000 additional applications. Two thousand files 
have already been processed: the cost. Moussa Toure 
announced, will amount to 8 billion francs. But the 
World Bank has shown no great enthusiasm to provide 
the additional funds required. 


The toughest blow, however. was dealt by Barber Con- 
able himself, he pointed out that Senegal was no longer 
the only democratic country on the continent. and that 
the size of the aid destined to East European countries 
weighed against Africa. The message was clear: in this 
period of geopolitical upheaval. the democratic “card” 1s 
no longer a decisive argument in favor of Senegal. 


Moussa Toure is probably right when he points out that 
this country suffers from a dramatic lack of resources: 
agriculture 1s losing money. tourism 1s still inadequate. 
the fisheries are in a crisis, and Senegal ts “practically the 
only country in the world to consume a staple (rice) that 
it does not produce...” What resources do we have? the 
minister pathetically exclaimed in concluding. after 
describing the problems he has to face to balance his 
accounts. 


To which lenders answer: “The Senegalese State lives 
above its means.” A veritable leitmotf, which perhaps 
overlooks the liabilities that history has imposed upon 
us, which cannot be eliminated with a stroke of the pen. 
Not to mention Senegal’s regional and international role. 
which it tries to retain and that cannot be said to be a 
utopia, even if it costs a lot in diplomatic representations 
and travels... In the weekly SU D-HEBDO., an economist, 
Amady Aly Dieng. published a whole list of “prestige” 
expenditures that he believes should be reduced before 
we reduce the people's purchasing power. Senegal’s part- 
ners smiled and acknowledged that the suggestion “made 
sense. 


Surprising Political Decisions 


That leaves the “lack of political will” unanimously 
denounced by some of our partners. even well-meaning 
ones. In these times of budget crisis. critics focus on 
“poor expenditure control” and on the eternal problem 
of customs, whose revenues remain below set objectives. 
This cannot be blamed solely on the Gainde computer 
system. which was presented as a miracle remedy but 1s 
still experiencing problems. Because it cannot tax the 
prolific informal sector, the State relies on the modern 
business sector to make up for the deficit. The bitterness 
of employers feeds mostly on the unpredictability of 
government decisions. One blatant caample, they say, 1s 
the abolition of the export premium that was suddenly 
decided on 25 October. The system may have been 
questionable, but at any rate it enabled fisheries. for 
instance, to make up for their deficits. 


The sudden abolition of the premium puzzled operators. 
One admitted that he could not believe it: “In any other 
country. a measure like that would be announced two or 
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three years in advance. You cannot thus tamper with the 
production plant. This 1s either blindness. or voluntary 
homicide...” 


*Creditors Force Reform 
9Y1AF0674B Dakar SOPI in French 4 Jan Yl pl 


{Editorial by Ousmane Ngom : “Corrupted Institu- 


tions] 


[Text] Some foreign observers who have had to deal with 
the present Senegalese Government often mention with 
a faint smile the “Senegalese subtleties.” alluding to the 
extraordinary capacity of our government to maneuver 
or hedge in order to deceive their foreign partners. 
presenting institutions or balance sheets so obviously 
respectable that anyone who did not know better could 
easily believe them. This observation also applies to the 
economy (fake rate of growth presented to the World 
Bank and the IMF. fake restructuring. fake adjustment. 
etc.) and to politics (fake democracy. fake media open- 
ness. etc.) The Senegalese Government used to present 
merely a nice package (nice speeches, a nice institutional 
presentation made with the help of “tailor” lawyers or 
economists) and there you had it...until our partners got 
wise! As long as Senegal was the only—or almost the 
only—country on the African scene to talk about plural- 
istic democracy. the trick could work. But when 
instances of democracy began to spread nearly all over 
Africa with the effects of the East wind, Senegal was 
caught in the act of deceiving and cheating. Its partners 
reacted immediately: “no more credits. no more aid, no 
more subsidies until you give serious proofs of your 
commitment to true democracy and economic rigor.” 
This 1s the reason—the only reason—for Abdou Diouf's 
speech of 31 December 1990. 


How can they expect us to believe that Abdou Diouf 
meant to speak to the Senegalese nation when he delib- 
erately concealed or evaded the people's main concerns” 


Can the Senegalese youth be content with getting full 
points for the “setsetal” [translation unknown] that was 
their own idea and that they view. at most, as something 
to take their minds off the many challenges that assail 
them: education, training. jobs. etc.? To acknowledge 
that the young may be ambitious. while offering no other 
prospect to their ambition but to sweep and repaint the 
streets, this assuredly will drive to despair the most 
important component of our nation. 


Diouf also skipped over the country’s economic and 
social situation, marked by the deterioration of the 
economic fabric, endemic unemployment, bank failures. 
union strikes, the university and high schools, etc. 


To crown it all, looking down with contempt on the 
people, like a sovereign granting a few favors to his 
subjects. Diouf announced his “fatwa” or “dogal™: the 
political parties will hold consultations on the Election 
Code and a high council on radio and televiston will be 
created. 
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How could we believe that Abdou Diouf ts sincere, that 
a political will to strengthen democracy underlies the 
announcement of these decisions, when we see that he 
has emptied them of all meaning by approving, in the 
same speech, the electoral farce of 25 November. even 
taking on his own account the 73 percent rate announced 
by the PS [Socialist Party] although on election day he 
had expressed his concern about the low participation 
rate? 


This shows two things: first, Diouf announced his mea- 
sures under the pressure of economic and financial 
constraints, to give himself a boost; second. he obviously 
intends to maneuver and end up with corrupted institu- 
tions and instruments that will no longer make 11 pos- 
sible to challenge the status quo. 


Indeed, why did he wait to order the creation of a high 
council on radio and television until a wicked media law 
had been voted. followed by a matching decree giving 
full powers to the minister of communication, who 
continues to ostracize the opposition. No matter how 
determined the members of this high council are to show 
their independence or take initiatives, they will be bound 
hand and feet by the minister of communication’s bur- 
densome supervision. Actually, the whole institution will 
walk upside down because the approach that led to its 
creation was reversed. 


As for the Election Code, how could we not think that it 
iS an allempt al creating a diversion, knowing that Diouf 
waited until all election dates were set in his code—the 
inadequacies and imperfections of which he acknowl- 
edges only now—before he called some obscure experts 
for Byzantine consultations? Isn't it the purpose of this 
invitation to drive the opposition into endless talks. 
although its grievances and demands concerning the 
Election Code are well known? Besides, the opposition 
has drafted several bills and proposals to amend the 
Code, and sent them to the government. And then, as 
Maitre Abdoulaye Wade aptly pointed out in his state- 
ment on Diouf's message, before any talks about the 
Election Code, shouldn't there be a statement of the 
political and moral philosophy thai should surround any 
electoral competition? What is the point of agreeing on 
rules for the game if the players do not promise to respect 
them? 


In fact, Diouf has again missed his chance if he really 
thought that, with his yearend “winks.” he could elude 
the condition that has become mandatory for all other 
African countries, the holding of a genuine national 
conference to thoroughly examine and find consensus 
solutions to the essential problems that hamper the 
progress of these nations toward true democracy and 
development: a new constitution, a new election code, 
free and democratic elections, and a national union 
government to get out of the crisis. This is a prerequisite, 
and as the Wolofs say: “Wiiri-wiiri, diaari ndaari [trans- 
lation unknown].” 
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*PRC Medical Aid 


914F0674C Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
18 Dec 90 p 6 


{Article by Cheikh Ba: “A Gift From China: First-Aid 
Equipment for the Red Cross”] 


[Excerpts] One hundred and forty-five crates of first-aid 
equipment, much of which in the form of medical kits; 
220 tents; dummies to teach first aid; such is the detailed 
gift made by the People’s Republic of China Red Cross 
to the Senegalese Red Cross. 


The gift was presented Wednesday at the Boulevard 
Roosevelt headquarters, at a reunion chaired by Mr. Xie 
Zhenliu, ambassador of the People’s Republic of China, 
with the regional delegate of the International Red Cross 
Committee, the resident delegate of the Norwegian Red 
Cross representing the League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Associations, and many guests. [passage 
omitted] 


Thus, the Senegalese Red Cross wants to show its grati- 
tude for the precious help it has received and expresses 
its sincere thanks to China. 


Mr. Xie Zhenliu. for his part, assured the Senegalese 
people of China's feelings of solidarity toward them. 
Once again, he expressed his appreciation for the excel- 
lent relations of friendly and brotherly cooperation 
between our two countries. Certainly, this shipment of 
equipment is evidence of a determination to help and a 
gesture of sympathy. The ambassador stressed this point. 


Relations between the Peopie’s Republic of China and 
Senegal are excellent, as is evidenced by the efforts made 
in recent years with respect to cricket control and the 
reinsertion of repatriates, and the trip to Peking made by 
the chairman of the Senegalese Red Cross. which was a 
huge success. [passage omitted] 


*French Adjustment Aid 


Y1/AF0674D Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
14 Dec Wp 2 


[Article by Ibrahima Ndiaye: “Support for Structural 
Adjustment: Three French Subsidies”} 


[Text] Wednesday afternoon, Mr. Moussa Toure, min- 
ister of economy, finance. and planning. and Mr. Serge 
Michailof, director of the Central Fund for Economic 
Cooperation (CCCE). met at the ministry and signed 
three financing agreements providing for three CCCE 
subsidies to the Senegalese Government, totaling 9.3 
billion CFA [African Financial Community] francs. 


The first subsidy (5 billion CFA francs) comes in support 
of our structural adjustment program. whereas the 
second (on urban water supply) will provide 2.9 billion 
CFA francs tof": > *° emergency program designed 
to improve Senc. .. sent water supply system. 
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As for the third convention, it will provide 1.5 billion 
CFA francs to overhaul the Ziguinchor and Cap-Skiring 
airports and ensure that they operate under conditions of 
maximum security. 


The signature ceremony, which was attended by the new 
French ambassador to Senegal, Mr. Dominique Perreau, 
also provided an opportunity to review the excellent 
relations that exist between France and Senegal. 


After stressing the importance of the three agreements, 
Mr. Perreau recalled the meaning of the cancellation of 
Senegal’s public debt by the CCCE, as agreed to by 
presidents Francois Mitterrand and Abdou Diouf at the 
Toronto and La Baule conferences. 


“The main idea was that in the future, after the cancel- 
lation of the public debt, considering that identical 
causes should not produce identical etfects. gifts should 
replace loans from now on,” the ambassador pointed 
out, adding that “the three gift agreements most clearly 
materialize France’s commitment.” 


According to Mr. Perreau, these agreements demonstrate 
the new financial intervention methods of the CCCE 
which, in addition to the loans it used to grant—that 
from now on will be reserved to the trading sector—is 
now empowered to make gifts. For the minister of 
economy, finance, and planning, this meeting is a most 
handsome illustration of the century-old relations that 
exist between France and Senegal. 


“These relations,” Mr. Moussa Toure said, “are not 
limited to pious wishes; beyond our common denomina- 
tor—the fact that we belong to the French-speaking 
community—we somehow share a desire to keep 
Strengthening relations that are already so strong, 
through maierial gestures that benefit our populations.” 


The minister also added that the ceremony organized in 
this context also enhanced the CCCE interventions in 
our country. 


Speaking for the chief of state. Mr. Moussa Toure 
expressed his thanks to the French authorities for 
France's continued attention to Senegal, especially in 
these times of trials for our young and fragile economies. 


*Saudi Aid for Projects 
91AF0674E Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 5 Dec 90 p 7 


[Article by Moustapha Mbodj: “Financing for the Dia- 
lacotto-Kedougou Road Completed; 30 Billion From 
Saudi Arabia for 16 Senegalese Projects” 


[Text] “With the construction of this road from Diala- 
cotto to Kedougou, you allow us to demonstrate Presi- 
dent Abdou Diouf's commitment to the harmonious 
development of all of Senegal’s regions.” Late yesterday 
afternoon, at the CICES [International Center for Sene- 
galese External Trade], when he and the head of the 
Saudi Development Fund, El Ouztaz Mohamed El Sug- 
air, signed the financing agreement for this important 
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project—imporicnt in the eyes of Senegalese authori- 
ties—the minister of economy, finance, and planning, 
Mr. Moussa Toure, took pleasure in acknowledging the 
excellent bilateral cooperation relations that exist 
between Saudi Arabia and Senegal. 


Actually, for Mr. Moussa Toure, the Dialacotto- 
Kedougou road seciion is an important step in the 
construction of the Dakar-Njamena-Algiers transAfrican 
road, “an appreciable promotion tool whose financing 
was completed today with the help of Saudi Arabia.” 
This gesture of the Saudi partner was made possible by 
the excellent bilateral cooperation relations that exist 
between the two countries and by the deep reciprocal 
feelings of esteem and friendship that bind the Servant of 
the two Holy Mosques, King Fahd Bin ‘Abd al-’Aziz, and 
President Abdou Diouf. Mr. Moussa Toure did not fail 
to mention it at the ceremony, which took place in the 
presence of the Saudi ambassador to Dakar, His Excel- 
lency Abdallah Altobaishi. This cooperation was magni- 
fied on the occasion of the chief of state’s recent visit to 
the Holy Places of Islam. 


Al any rate, according to the representative of the Saudi 
Development Fund, this ceremony enabled the fund to 
complete the financing required for the construction of 
this section of about 160 km. Eventually, some 16 
Senegalese projects will thus benefit from a substantial 
grant, 39 billion CFA francs. According to Ouztaz 
Mohamed Al Sugair, this Saudi contribution to the 
Senegalese development effort is “the very natural reflec- 
tion of the solid relations that bind the two countries 
under the aegis of the Servant of the two Holy Mosques 
and President Abdou Diouf. An active testimony of the 
importance attached by the Saudi Kingdom to your 
government's steady efforts to achieve development.” 


According to Mr. El Sugair, the Saudi Fund’s objective 
in doing so is to strengthen the exemplary ties that bind 
the two countries. The representative of the Saudi Fund 
thus warmly praised the efforts made by the Senegalese 
Government to develop “this brother country and this 
friendly nation.” The amount granted by the Saudi 
Development Fund to complete the Dialacotto- 
Kedougou road project amounts to 39,250.000 [sic] 
million Saudi rials, i.e., the equivalent of 14 million of 
our francs. 


*Belgian Aid ‘Tied’ 
91 4F0674F Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
17 Jan 91 p 7 


[Article by Thierno Gningue: “Belgian-Senegalese Coop- 
eration; Participation in Fund Management”, first para- 
graph is SUD HEBDO introduction] 


[Text] As part of its support to our balance of payments, 
the Kingdom of Belgium has granted Senegal an aid of 
100 million Belgian francs (about 850 million CFA 
{African Financial Community] francs), thus material- 
izing the framework agreement worked out at the last 
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Belgian-Senegalese joint commission in January 1989 
and signed by the two countries on 20 September 1989. 


There are strings attached to the aid. The Belgians, like 
the Canadians, apparently prefer to participate in the 
management and utilization of the funds they grant. 
These 100 million Belgian francs will thus be paid into a 
Belgian-Senegalese “counterpart fund” set up under the 
agreement and managed by a joint committee. 


The funds will be deposited with Citibank which, jointly 
with Societe Generale (SGBS), was appointed agent bank 
for the implementation of the Belgian financing pro- 
gram; the funds must be used solely to pay for spare 
parts, input and capital goods imported from Belgium. 
Better still, “these funds will go by priority to small and 
medium-size businesses, mixed companies, and national 
companies in the production sector. The idea is to 
increase the profitability of Senegalese businesses.” Mr. 
Marc Ciselet, the engineer in charge of the cooperation 
department at the Embassy of the Kingdom of Belgium 
in Dakar, stated. 


fo obtain the benefit of such financing. Senegalese 
importers must prepare a dossier and send it to Citibank 


or SGBS. Acceptance of the dossier by the Directorate of 


Debt and Investments of the Ministry of Finance. in 
collaboration with the Belgian Embassy. will result in 
direct payment to the exporter. in Belgian francs. 
through the Belgian National Bank. 
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As for the Senegalese importer, he will have 180 days to 
pay. and he will pay the equivalent of his purchase in 
CFA francs to the Citibank account. There will be limits, 
however: no business will get more than 20 million 
Belgian francs (160 million CFA francs) per transaction. 
And financing also cannot be less than | million Belgian 
francs (about 8 million CFA francs). 


The new element in the cooperation between our country 
and Belgium ts the fact that Belgium will be directly 
involved in the management and utilization of the aid 
granted, through a “counterpart fund” similar to the 
Canadian-Senegalese fund set up 20 years or so ago. 


This new attitude of donor countries may be explained 
by the shortcomings observed in the utilization of funds 
received by our countries or—why not?—by the need to 
export surplus production. 


According to Mr. Boubacar Ba, director of debt and 
investments, the fact that there are strings attached to 
this aid from Western countries is “to a large extent a 
matter of internal public opinion: the people in donor 
countries demand results for the aid granted to friendly 
countries.” 


Al any rate, some projects in our Countries are such that 
a greater involvement of donor countries might be 
desirable—an active participation in the concept and the 
realization of the projects that they have financed. 
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